Lenten Worship Series

Roll Down, Justice!
Let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
—Amos 5:24
Lent is a time of reminding ourselves who we are called to be in
this world. Our Lenten worship and sermon series, “Roll Down,
Justice!”, is inspired by Amos, a prophet whose message is that God
calls us to let “justice roll down like waters.” Worship without justice is
not acceptable, rather our songs and gatherings must move us to
action on behalf of others.
The season of Lent begins with a call to repent, which means to
“turn around.” This year, we will turn from our apathy; turn from
simply “going through the motions” of our life and worship together.
Instead, we will pray to be active instruments of peace, agents of
change in the world, as we focus on our baptismal vows, reflecting
and seeking renewed inspiration to let our hearts be tuned to
God’s heart and love for all people. How will we give of ourselves
for the sake of the world?

Lenten Worship Opportunities
Sunday mornings, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
March 1 / 1st Sunday in Lent — “Child of God”
March 8 / 2nd Sunday in Lent — “How Long: Renouncing Evil”
March 15 / 3rd Sunday in Lent — “Christ’s Representatives”
March 22 / 4th Sunday in Lent
“Choosing Love: Communities of Forgiveness”
March 29 / 5th Sunday in Lent
“God Has Work for Us to Do: Faithful Disciples”

Holy Week Worship Opportunities
April 5 / Palm Sunday — “The Day is Coming: We are One”
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
(Children’s Palm Procession at 11:00 a.m. service)
April 9 / Holy Thursday Service
with Holy Communion and Foot Washing
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
April 10 / Good Friday Tenebrae Service
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
April 12 / Easter Sunday — “Welcome: The New Jerusalem”
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Special music by Chancel Choir in both services

On Wednesday, March 4, 2020, the Social Justice Book
Study will begin a discussion of Sapiens: A Brief History
of Humankind, by Yuval Noah. Sapiens is a provocative
exploration of how biology and history have defined us and
impacted our understanding of what it means to be “human”
in light of the survival of homo sapiens and what that means
for our future.
The class will meet in Room 203 of the Administrative Building.
Anyone interested in joining should contact Susan Brooks at
sebrks@bellsouth.net.


The Social Justice Book Study recently concluded its examination
of Matthew Vines’ book, God and the Gay Christian. The following is
a list of lessons and ideas they gleaned from the book that they
found meaningful and thought-provoking:



Provides new understanding to the Old Testament laws
pertaining to abominations.




Establishes that all creation is good.



God’s image is not limited to only one trait. It includes love,
creativity, and forgiveness.



Sexual drive is not unique to humans. That which is unique is our
potential to discipline sexual desires through a covenantal bond.





Lustful sex for self-gratification is abusive and wrong.



Man was created male and female in God’s own image;
no exceptions.



Affirming that same-sex orientation is consistent with God’s
image does not change the Bible’s definition of sin, repentance,
and redemption.




Christ lived and died for all (LBGTQ included).

Lustful sex is very different from a committed relationship.



Same-sex orientation is created within a person. It is not a matter
of choice.

LGBTQ Christians can embrace a same-sex, monogamous,
committed, relationship in harmony with God.



Denying gay Christians to express their sexuality within a lifelong
covenant separates them from God, thus denying their creation in
His image.

Until the Church agrees to bless same sex unions for gay
Christians, it distorts the image of God in the lives of gay
Christians and the entire Church body.



Such love and affirmation is the basis of the Christian faith. 

Christ fulfilled the old law and required only that we love God and
love neighbor as self (LGBTQ included).

Download a pdf copy today!
(or go to UM News at https://cdnsc.umc.org/ )

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that
I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that
the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by
the right road though I may know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem
to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.”

Thomas Merton, Thoughts in Solitude

Easter lily orders will open
on Sunday, March 22, and will
be due by Sunday, April 5.
Look for order forms in church
later this month. Plants are
$12.50 each.

FREE Lunch and Easter Egg Hunt | Sunday, April 5, 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. on the church lawn
Invite your friends and neighbors for this annual tradition! (In case of rain, we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall.)
To all our church family: We’re collecting donations of Easter candy (no nuts; individually wrapped) and non-candy prizes like
stickers and tattoos for all the eggs we’re filling and hiding. Donation baskets may be found in the church office and in the narthex.
Thank you for your generosity!

To those of you who were
able to serve with us at our
last Coffeehouse, I send huge
hugs and many thanks. Some
of you may not have heard
this, but there was a concern
last week about the number
of guests who might decide
to attend a Snowflake Ball
instead of coming to our
church. Big dances are few
and far between, and are
important events. When I
was told about the dance,
we already had plans in place
for Friday, January 31, and it
was too late to change the
date. We were all pleasantly
surprised at the number of
folks who chose to be with us
even with the other dance
going on, and with lots of rain!

Speaking of rain, many
thanks to Allen Till who
brought five large umbrellas
and three floor mats to
provide our guests with safe
entrance and departure from
our Fellowship Hall. We really
needed those, and were so
grateful for Allen's foresight.
As usual, our food was much
appreciated, with many going
back for more, and the smiles
of the consumers were bigger
than ever. The String Peddlers
played music many of us
knew and could sing along to.
It was their first time with us
and they were awesome! Many
thanks to Brenda Peterson,
Coffeehouse Coordinator
from Resurrection Lutheran,

Members of
Benson Memorial
UMC’s Adult
Fellowship
Group.

The Adult Fellowship Group
invites you to join them on a
field trip to the NCSU
Centennial Campus Library,
a state-of-the-art, robotic,
book retrieval library.
The tour is scheduled for
11:00 a.m., Thursday,
March 12, and the group will
return to the Fellowship Hall
for lunch at 12:30 p.m. If you
are interested in going,
please arrive by 10:00 a.m.
that morning.
Please note: Adult Fellowship
will not meet in April so we may
observe Holy Week to honor our
Lord Jesus Christ. 

who recommended them to
us. We will definitely be
inviting them to come back.
It seemed that this time, more
of you jumped into doing
tasks in addition to what you
usually do: helping in ways
other than what you had
intended. I cannot tell you
how much this means. Your
willingness to do whatever
needed, especially without
being asked, is heartwarming.
All these tangible forms of
love offered to our guests do
not go unnoticed by them, nor
by their caregivers, nor by the
rest of us working beside you.
Thank you so much for your
service in this ministry. You
are such blessings! 

Jim and Jerry Lee celebrated
69 years of marriage in
February 2020! God's blessing
to you on this momentous
occasion! We wish you much
love and happiness in the
days to come. 

Children and Parents! You are invited to VBS,
Monday, June 22, through Friday, June 26
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Registration forms for children and volunteers
will be available on the church website at
www.bensonmemorial.org/home/forms.
We fill up fast, so register early! Spots are limited!
This event is free!
For more information, contact VBS Director Susan
Myrick at susanmyrick@bellsouth.net or
Minister of Families and Outreach Cortney Babajtis.

Thank you, Benson Memorial UMC, for your presence and
support of our February 9 Scout Sunday worship services
and pancake breakfast in celebration of “100 Years of
BSA and UMC Scout Sundays 1920–2020.”
BSA Scout Troop 214 B(oys) and G(irls) prepared
approximately 150 breakfasts for the Benson Memorial
family and guests.
Special “Thank You” to Assistant Scout Master David Burdett
for supervising our brilliant cooking crew; to Scout Master
Stuart Thomas for the dual slide shows and T214 B
presentation; to Scout Master Beverley Cash for the altar
flowers and T214 G presentations; to acolyte Henry Cash;
to Pastor Kelly Lyn Logue and Pastor Jeff Babajtis for the
fantastic “Salt of the Earth and Light of the World” worship
services message; and to Director of Communications and
Office Administration Martha Johnston for coordinating
communications, reservations, and bulletins!
Happy 100 Years of BSA and UMC Scout Sundays! 

Benson Memorial's Women's Prison Fellowship Team joined
about 400 volunteers in Wake County and surrounding areas
who provide instructional classes, Bible studies, and support
for inmates at the North Carolina Correctional Institute for
Women. National correctional policies require that all
volunteers attend an annual renewal training that enables them
to serve at the facility. For over 10 years, Benson Memorial has
been a site for one of the four training sessions held each year,
and the only one outside of the prison grounds.
On Saturday, February 22, approximately 150 volunteers and
seven prison staff members came to our sanctuary for the
required training. We heard from so many how much they
appreciated being able to come to our comfortable, friendly
church with plenty of convenient parking! To be sure, the
atmosphere is quite different from that of the prison, and
members of our Fellowship Team met and greeted the visitors,
giving directions and words of welcome. As the volunteers left,
many asked that we please continue hosting this training
session to renew their credentials for serving the women. We,
Benson Memorial’s volunteers, certainly hope this will continue
as well, and we’re all grateful for our church’s support of this
community service outreach. 

Women, you are invited to our

23rd Annual Women’s Retreat
on Friday, April 24
and Saturday, April 25
in the Benson Memorial UMC Fellowship Hall.
Our facilitator will be
The Reverend Trish Archer,
Ministerial Coach for Clergy and Laity,
NCUMC Conference.
$50 will cover the cost of Friday’s dinner,
Saturday's breakfast and lunch, and supplies.
Registration deadline is Sunday, April 12.
Registration forms will be available
in the narthex and the office.
If you can get your form turned in
by Wednesday, March 4, please do!
Come Friday from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m.
and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Everyone is working on the many pages we all must complete
and sign during the session.

Call Pat Lee at (919) 787-9406 or
Carol Moore at (919) 783-6750 for more details.

More Announcements
Children’s Council meets Sunday, March 8, at 12:15 p.m. in the Conference Room. Feel free to
bring your lunch. Please let April Cervi or Cortney Babajtis know if you cannot attend.
General Mission Store is Sundays, March 8 and April 5, 9:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the
breezeway. The Susanna Wesley Circle also sells grocery gift cards at the Mission Store.
Five percent of the face value of the cards goes toward the Susanna Wesley college scholarship
given to a Benson Memorial high school senior in the spring.
Visit our Drive-through Prayer Team on Tuesday, March 3, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the Benson
Memorial UMC church back parking lot. We would love to pray with you!

Wednesday
Dinner Menus
Served at 5:45 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

Benson Memorial’s Women’s Retreat Ministry Book Group is meeting on Wednesday, March 4,
at 11:00 a.m. in the conference room to talk about Before We were Yours, a novel based on a
true set of events from the 1960s in Tennessee. It is about one of America’s most notorious
real-life scandals in which Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption organization,
kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the country. All women and their
friends are invited. Call Pat Lee at (919) 787-9406 for more information.
Judith and Don Hillman announce the birth of their grandson, Leo Francisco Marquez-Hillman, to
their daughter and son-in-law, Emily and Luis Marquez, on February 15, 2020, in Washington, DC.
We give thanks for lives well lived as we pray for encouragement and peace for these families:
We offer our deepest prayers of sympathy to the family and friends of Mike Poe who passed
away on Wednesday, January 29, 2020.
Prayers and love also go out to Marie St. Clair and family. Marie’s mother, Peggy Zuro, passed
away on Sunday, February 9, 2020, in Roanoke, Virginia.
We also offer prayers of sympathy to Trisha Allen, whose father, Willlis Long, passed away on
Thursday, February 13, 2020.

Please bring a dessert or side
dish to share. A $2.00 donation
is suggested. All are invited!

FINANCIAL GIVING REPORT

Jan 2020

Budget
Jan 2020

YTD
Jan 2020

$49,291

$61,330

$72,077

Expenses

59,004

61,330

60,464

Cash over
(deficit)

($9,713)

$0

$11,613

Collections

(Set your clocks on Saturday, March 7)






Lenten Worship Opportunities, Sunday mornings, March 1–29, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Drive-through Prayer, Tuesday, March 3, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., Back Parking Lot
Women’s Retreat Ministry Book Group, Wednesday, March 4, 11:00 a.m., Conference Room
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 8
General Missions Store, Sundays, March 8 and April 5, 9:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Breezeway

Benson Memorial UMC

Adult Fellowship, Thursday, March 12, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Field Trip and Lunch (meet at church)

4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789

Coffee Fellowship Sunday, March 22, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
God and Church, Sundays, March 22, 29, April 19, 26, at 2:30-3:30 p.m., Youth Center

www.bensonmemorial.org
office@bensonmemorial.org
www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/
www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Coffeehouse, Friday, April 3, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall








Palm Sunday, April 5, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary (Children’s Palm Procession at 11:00 a.m.)
Easter Eggstravaganza, Sunday, April 5, 12:15–1:30 p.m., Church Courtyard and Lawn
Holy Thursday Service with Holy Communion / Foot Washing, April 9, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Good Friday Tenebrae Service, April 10, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Easter Sunday, April 12, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Family Promise Week, Sunday, April 12 through Sunday, April 19
Women’s Retreat, April 24–25, Benson Memorial UMC Fellowship Hall
Graduation Sunday, May 10, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services, Sanctuary

Worship:
Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
The Beacon
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