“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love.” —Ephesians 1:3–4
On January 12, 2020, 89 of our Lay Servant Leaders (those
serving in ministry areas, on committees, boards, and teams)
gathered for a luncheon and training event to begin the new
year together. We spent time celebrating the gifts of all of our
lay servants and giving thanks for the myriad ways Benson
Memorial UMC’s members serve God through our ministries
and outreach. We reviewed and reflected on our mission and
vision as a congregation: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world through the ministries of Gather,
Grow, Give, Go. We also set our intention in ministry together
this year through these Servant Leader Ministry Goals:
To continue to grow our capacity to love as individual
Christians and as a congregation:
 in the midst of tension, disagreement, and change
within our denomination;
 in the midst of tension and disagreement within our
community, state, nation, and world; and
 extending the love of Christ to more people with
increasing attention to reach our immediate physical
neighbors to the church campus.
Through our baptism, we are all called and commissioned
to share in the ministry of church through our prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness.
We give thanks for all the good people of faith whom God
has raised up among us for the work of the kingdom. May
our gifts be multiplied and, through our hearts, hands, and
feet, may we bring more and more of Christ’s love, peace,
and grace into the world.
Pastor Kelly Lyn

Pictured to the right are images of our Lay Servant Celebration
Luncheon and Training Event for 2020.

How would you like to have a brand new experience in this brand new year? A
brand new group of friends? Dance to some brand new music (or be reminded
of some golden oldies?) Eat some brand new delectable goodies? I have just
the place for you! Come join us at Benson Memorial's Coffeehouses, held
quarterly during the year in our Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful opportunity
to extend hospitality to a special community of adults in Raleigh and Cary. Our
guests come from all over seeking our acceptance and love.
Your participation only requires that you like to talk/chat; enjoy swaying to a
good beat; like to taste delicious finger foods (especially cookies); and give
hugs and/or handshakes with smiles. Tasks range from welcoming to
cleaning-up; driving to dancing; carrying plates to pouring drinks.
Grab your calendar and make a note for the following Coffeehouse dates:
Friday, January 31, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Friday, April 3, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Friday, July 31, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Friday, October 23, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Just come, or, if you are intrigued, call Carol Moore at (919) 601-1323 for
details. No one leaves without a smile and a heart full of happiness! 

Bring a slow cooker full of your favorite soup for your church
family to share; the church will provide bread, drinks, and
dessert. You may bring your soups to the kitchen as early as
8:15 a.m. on Sunday, and we'll make sure the slow cookers
stay plugged in and soups keep warm. No need to bring a ladle,
as we have plenty. Everyone will be given a drink tray with four
cups so they can try multiple soups! This is such a fun event,
and we hope as many members as possible can attend! 

Thank you, Benson Memorial friends, for your generosity
and

It is a joy and privilege to serve alongside
On Thursday, February 20, Benson Memorial UMC will host the
monthly meeting of Interfaith Creation Care of the Triangle (ICCT).
The program will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Kicking off the program will be Caretakers of God’s Creation,
an action team of the North Carolina Conference. The team
will discuss its work and how Benson Memorial developed a
resolution on climate policy that was passed by the Conference
and shared with state and national legislators. The program
will continue with an update on climate policy at local and state
levels in North Carolina. Panelists include leaders at NC Policy
Watch, the NC Conservation Network, and 350 Triangle.
Interfaith Creation Care of the Triangle (ICCT) was founded by
members of 20 faith communities in North Carolina’s Triangle
area in February 2019, and has grown to around 50 faith
communities today. The mission of ICCT is “to work within and
across communities of faith to urgently fulfill our sacred duty
to love and protect Creation, address our changing climate,
and ensure justice for all life.”
Guiding principles of ICCT are to offer motivating and inspiring
responses to urgent concerns for Creation and our changing
climate that are based on accepted scientific knowledge. We
are guided by our faith, loving and listening with respect to one
another as we care for Creation and foster interfaith harmony.
ICCT has several hundred members from many faith
communities including Buddhist, Catholic, Hindu, Jewish,
Muslim, and Protestant, including Benson Memorial UMC.
Five ICCT action teams are working to support Creation Care
in faith communities by developing and providing resources
in the areas of faith and worship, earth-friendly practices,
education, environmental justice, and advocacy. ICCT can be
contacted at ICCTriangle@gmail.com and on the Interfaith
Creation Care of the Triangle Facebook page. 

each of you.
—With heartfelt thanks, Kelly Lyn, Jeff, Cortney,
Martha, Elizabeth, Mary Elizabeth, Anne, and Jennifer

All year long, our church family contributes to our Women’s
Prison Ministry by giving the small-sized toiletries they get
when traveling. In early December, the youth helped us pack
these items, along with a number of other items like candies,
dental items, and Christmas cards for the women to send to
loved ones. We take these items to the ladies during our
December visit, and they are delighted when they see these
gallon-sized plastic bags stuffed full of gifts for them!
This unbelievable assembly line happened this year on
Sunday, December 1, after the youth had gone caroling.
They came back to tables ready for their activity, and, in just
a few minutes, they assembled 50 gift bags for our Women’s
Prison Fellowship Team to take to the prison on December 10.
They knew who would be blessed by their actions, and we
talked a bit about life at the holidays for people who are
incarcerated. There are some difficult lessons there.
The activity is fun to watch, and we are grateful for the youth
and their service to this important ministry. And, we thank
each one of you who donate your new, unopened, travel-sized
toiletry items to us throughout the year. If you have any questions
about this wonderful ministry, please contact Pat Lee. 

The Wednesday night Social Justice Book Group led by Susan
Brooks has completed a review of the book titled The New Jim Crow,
by Michelle Alexander. This book is an eye opener for those who
care deeply about racial justice yet are unaware of the crisis
facing people of color as a result of mass incarceration. For
everyone concerned with racial justice, this book is an important
tool for understanding and dismantling this oppressive system.
Many people associate the War on Drugs as a response to a
crisis caused by crack cocaine, which created racial disparities
in drug convictions, severity of sentences, and an explosion
of the prison population. Politicians quickly learned that a
“get-tough-on-crime” position garnered votes which, over time,
caused even more restrictive drug laws, the need for more
prisons and the beginning of mass incarceration, and the
construction of prisons for profit. Law enforcement was “bribed”
with money and equipment to enforce the drug laws, and a
bounty system was used to reward those within the judicial
system for making sure prisons were maintained at “full capacity.”
As a result, mass incarceration of predominantly black and
brown drug offenders from low-income, depressed neighborhoods
has created a well-disguised caste system of racial control that
functions very similar to the old Jim Crow laws.

The book further explains the stigma which goes with being a
convicted felon beyond the prison gate. Many of us might think
of the freedom to re-enter society as a new chance for a fresh
start. Not so! When the gate closes behind a person who has
done his/her time, there remains many formidable obstacles to
overcome including employment discrimination, housing
discrimination, denial of the right to vote in many states, denial of
educational opportunity, denial of food stamps and other public
benefits, and exclusion from jury duty. In addition, the person
may be faced with huge financial burdens to pay off legal costs
incurred from booking fees; and court costs and fees incurred
while in prison, including an extra charge for solitary confinement.
Some are fortunate to overcome such formidable obstacles. Many
do not. They, instead, are more likely to revert to criminal activity
and repeat the cycle of arrest and incarceration. Because of this
vicious cycle, the War on Drugs is now credited as a major cause
of poverty, chronic unemployment, broken families, and crime.
The author emphasizes that “nothing short of a major social
movement can successfully dismantle this new caste system.”
It leaves the reader to the questions, “How can I help?” and
“What can I do?” 

Some in our church family have heard that our 23rd Annual
Women’s Retreat is going to be very different. While most
of the 22 years of great weekend retreats were held at Avila
Retreat Center in Durham, that will not be happening in April,
2020. Last summer, we received the sad news that Avila
Retreat Center, our retreat home for so many years and
provider of so many beautiful memories, was closing. Not only
were we planning on being there this year, we even had a
reservation for Spring 2021!
We immediately began checking with other retreat centers and
found that suitable dates for 2020 were no longer available.
Might this mean there would be no women’s ministry event for
2020? No! We decided to have a retreat gathering right here
on our own campus!
This year's women's retreat theme is “A New Thing”
because everything we will do will be new, indeed—and
different! It will begin on Friday, April 24, at 5:30 p.m., and will
continue on Saturday, April 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday night's event begins with a catered dinner followed by
fellowship with friends. We will begin again with breakfast on
Saturday and enjoy time together until 4:00 p.m. Saturday
afternoon. Our much-loved 2019 retreat facilitator, Pastor Trish
Archer, is returning to lead our sharing. We are also inviting
women from other area United Methodist Churches to join us:
Soapstone UMC, Highland UMC, Asbury UMC, Wilson
Temple, and North Raleigh UMC—as well as our own
Preschool mothers and others in the North Carolina UMC
Capitol District. There even may be some of you reading this
who have never been on a retreat with us before and think
2020 is the time to join us!

Women, you are invited to our

23rd Annual Women's Retreat
on Friday, April 24
and Saturday, April 25
in the Benson Memorial UMC Fellowship Hall.
Our facilitator will be
The Reverend Trish Archer,
Ministerial Coach for Clergy and Laity,
NCUMC Conference.

What will happen in 2021? We already have a reservation at
St. Francis Springs Retreat Center near Greensboro (We have
heard so many wonderful things about this center!). We will
return to our weekend format because we feel this longer time
together encourages opportunity for even deeper friendship
building and growth in our spiritual walks.

$50 will cover the cost of Friday's dinner,
Saturday's breakfast and lunch, and supplies.
Registration deadline is April 12.
Registration forms will be available
in the narthex and the office.

Women, registration materials will soon be available in the
narthex and in the information rack just outside of the church
office. Our deadline to register is Sunday, April 12. The retreat
cost is $50 which covers three catered meals, plus supplies.

Come Friday from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m.
and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please put the April 24 and 25 dates on your calendar and also
invite friends and family to join you for this special time right
here at home! 

Call Pat Lee at (919) 787-9406 or
Carol Moore at (919) 783-6750 for more details.
They’d love to talk with you!

The youth group went caroling and had some wonderful visits
with some of our Benson Memorial families. What was lacking
in vocal talent was certainly made up for in smiles, laughter,
and cheer!
The High School Bible Study Group gathered together for our
annual Friendsgiving. There was wonderful food, lots of laughter,
and a rousing game of Telephone Pictionary: Friendsgiving
Edition! A GREAT BIG thank you to Robert and Lynda Boone
for always being such gracious, welcoming, and fun hosts! 

Our annual Birthday Party for Jesus was a huge hit! “Fish the Magish” came and entertained not only the children, but had all
of the adults rolling with laughter! We also collected 42 toys that were donated to The Methodist Home for Children. Thanks to
everyone who attended the event and helped to host! 

“Let justice roll down like
waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream.”
—Amos 5:24

Wednesday
Dinner Menus
Served at 5:45 in the F.H.

Lent is a time of reminding
ourselves who we are called
to be in this world. Our Lenten
worship and sermon series,
“Roll Down, Justice!”, is
inspired by Amos, a prophet
whose message is that God
calls us to let “justice roll
down like waters.” Worship
without justice is not
acceptable, rather our songs
and gatherings must move us
to action on behalf of others.
The season of Lent begins
with a call to repent, which
means to “turn around.” This
year, we will turn from our
apathy; turn from simply
“going through the motions”
of our life and worship together.
Instead, we will pray to be

active instruments of peace,
agents of change in the
world, as we focus on our
baptismal vows, reflecting
and seeking renewed
inspiration to let our hearts be
tuned to God’s heart and love
for all people. How will we

give of ourselves for the sake
of the world?
Join us as we begin our
Lenten journey on Ash
Wednesday, February 26, at
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.


Please bring a dessert or side
dish to share. A $2.00 donation
is suggested. All are invited!

On Sunday, December 8, 2019, the Benson Memorial UMC family celebrated the baptism of Savannah Grace Sawyer, daughter
of Mike and Jennifer Sawyer. We also welcomed Mike Sawyer as new member. 

Announcements
Warmth for Wake needs volunteers on Saturday, March 7, to
split, stack, and deliver firewood to qualified low-income residents
of Wake County. Around eight to 10 people are needed for two to
three hours beginning at 8:00 a.m. at Everett's Tree Service,
7044 Wildlife Trail, Raleigh. We will need two to three pickup
trucks for deliveries, and training will be provided onsite as
needed. To participate, contact Bret Lehman at (919) 788-0033
or smarterplanetdc@gmail.com.
The Open Hearts Team at Soapstone UMC is planning a special
service to support the LGBTQ community. Neighboring churches
are invited to show their support. The service will be held Sunday,
February 23, at 7:00 p.m. All are invited for this special worship
service with testimonies, singing, and communion. The Reverend
Liz Roberts from Fairmont UMC, a Reconciling Congregation,
will be preaching. Following the service, there will be a time for
fellowship and refreshments.
The number of Reconciling Churches and Reconciling Communities
(groups within an individual church) continues to grow in the Raleigh
area. Fairmont UMC and Avent Ferry UMC are both Reconciling
Churches. Reconciling Communities have now been established at
Benson Memorial UMC, Edenton Street UMC, Soapstone UMC,
Hayes Barton UMC, North Raleigh UMC, and First UMC in Cary.

On Friday–Saturday, March 20–21, Organizing Against Racism
will be offering a Racial Equity Institute (REI) Phase I workshop at
St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Raleigh. The workshop presents a
historical, cultural, structural, and institutional analysis of racism
in our country. The cost for participation is $275, which include
meals and materials. Anyone interested in going or who wants
more information should contact Susan Brooks at
sebrks@bellsouth.net. Click here for online schedule.

FINANCIAL GIVING REPORT
Dec
2019

Budget
Dec
2019

YTD
Dec
2019

YTD
Budget
Dec 2019

YTD
Dec
2018

Collections

$91,005

$61,684

$696,116

$740,206

$698,981

Expenses

(61,609)

(61,684)

(702,238)

(740,206)

(707,496)

Cash over
(deficit)

$29,395

$—

($6,122)

$—

($8,515)

Please join us for Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, February 23, 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome!
We offer our deepest prayers of sympathy to Barbara Sharpe,
her family, and friends of The Reverend Bill Sharpe who
passed away on January 11, 2020.
Prayers and love also go out to Bruce, Shannon, Andy, Charlie,
and Elliott Klappenbach in the death of Bruce’s father, Larry
Klappenbach, on January 26, 2020, in Albemarle, NC.
We also offer prayers of sympathy for the Collins family in the
death of Ann’s father, John Sharpe on January 29, 2020.

Wednesdays
6:45 p.m.

Room 203
Administration
Building
Taught by Pastor Jeff Babajtis in the Youth Center



Coffeehouse, Jan. 31, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Souper Bowl Sunday Luncheon, Feb. 2, Noon, Fellowship Hall
The Heart of the Matter Dinner Event, Feb. 6, 5:30 p.m., UNC Rex, Raleigh
Scouting Ministries Sunday, Feb. 9, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services, Sanctuary
Scouting Ministries Sunday Pancake Breakfast, Feb. 9, 9:45 a.m.–10:45, Fellowship Hall

Benson Memorial UMC

General Missions Store, Feb. 9, 9:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Breezeway

4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789

Adult Fellowship, Thursday, Feb. 13, 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

www.bensonmemorial.org

Soapstone UMC Inclusion Worship Service, Feb. 23, 7:00–8:00 p.m., Soapstone UMC, Raleigh

office@bensonmemorial.org

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Feb. 25, 4:45–6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall

www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Meager Meal Wednesday, Feb. 26, 5:45–6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall

www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Warmth for Wake Volunteer Opportunity, March 7, 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., 7044 Wildlife Trail, Raleigh

Interfaith Creation Care of the Triangle Program, Feb. 20, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Coffee Fellowship Sunday, Feb. 23, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Ash Wednesday Worship Service, Feb. 26, 7:00–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Daylight Saving Time begins March 8
Racial Equity Institute Workshop, March 20–21, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Raleigh

Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Easter Eggstravaganza, April 5, 12:15–1:30 p.m., Benson Memorial UMC Courtyard and Lawn
Women’s Retreat, April 24–25, Benson Memorial UMC Fellowship Hall
Graduation Sunday, May 10, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services, Sanctuary

Worship:
Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
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