“Joy to the World, the Lord is come”
—Isaac Watts
“Make a joyful noise
to the Beloved
All the earth;
Break forth into
grateful song
And sing praises!
Yes, sing songs
of praise extolling
Love’s way;
Lift up your hearts
with gratitude and joy.”
—Psalm 98
(translation, Nan C. Merrill)
“As we discover more joy,
we can face suffering in a
way that ennobles rather
than embitters. We have
hardship without becoming
hard. We have heartbreak
without being broken.”
—Desmond Tutu
This Advent and Christmas, the
beloved Christmas classic hymn,
“Joy to the World”, turns 300
years old. Our Sunday morning
worship services in December
will help us respond to composer
Isaac Watt’s interpretation of
Psalm 98 inviting us to sing a
new song, and it is a powerful
cosmic performance of all
creation being renewed and freed.
Rather than joy being another
word for happiness, we will
discover that the depths of joy
can be found especially in the
midst of suffering, the work of
justice, and the presence of
compassion—all part of the
coming of Jesus to this world
and a message the world still
so desperately needs.
We look forward to your
presence in worship this
Advent and Christmas Season
as we join all heaven and nature
singing, “Joy to the World, the
Lord is come!” 

On the first Sunday in Advent,
December 1, we welcome
Harpist Anita Burroughs-Price to
Benson Memorial UMC. Anita is
principal harpist with the North
Carolina Symphony. She is a
graduate of Furman University
with a double major in French
and harp. She earned a Master
of Music degree from Yale
University and a diploma for
post-graduate study at London’s
Royal College of Music. Anita
will be playing at both the 8:45
and 11:00 a.m. services. 

You are invited to a
As the composer of our Christmas cantata, Joseph Martin, states,
“In one great crescendo of purpose, the season of Christmas sweeps
us into its arms with an unfettered flourish of festivity. The glare of this
explosion of activity often overshadows the fragile light that is the spiritual center of this sacred time.”
This cantata, Let There Be Christmas, is filled with the sacred
melodies that bring back fond memories, stirring our emotions for our
love of Christmas. There are familiar words and tunes, sometimes
surprisingly interchanged for our pleasure. This composer’s music
is always inspiring. For our presentation, the Chancel Choir will be
accompanied by violin, viola, flute, and organ. 

We celebrate the marriage of
Jennifer Medlin and David Ehinger
and pray God’s blessing on them
in this new chapter of life.
Their wedding was held on October 12, 2019,
in Oxford, North Carolina.

LAY SERVANT
CELEBRATION & TRAINING
LUNCHEON
in honor of your commitment to serve Christ
through Benson Memorial UMC
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2020
12:15 to 3:00 PM | FELLOWSHIP HALL
Open to all those serving in any area of lay leadership,
on any committee, or in any ministry area.
Come celebrate with us! Childcare provided.
Please RSVP at
https://www.bensonmemorial.org/home/forms/
(scroll to bottom of page)

Thank you to everyone who participated in Laity Sunday on October
20 and Rise Against Hunger on Sunday, November 3. You folks are
amazing!! (Apologies to all those not pictured but who were there.) 

LAITY SUNDAY:
Allen Till
offered a
moving
testimony.

Robert Boone
delivered the children’s sermon.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER:

People of all ages chose a job to do and happily went into action!

76 members of our Benson Memorial family enthusiastically
worked together to make the event a success!
They packaged 10,000 meals in under an hour!

On the second weekend of
November, just over 3600 youth
gathered together in a coliseum
in Fayetteville to worship and
learn more about God. We were
joined by Bishop Hope Morgan
Ward and Bishop Leonard
Fairley, as well as the Pilgrimage
House Band. During the Friday
night session, we heard a
testimony from a youth named
Avery who challenged each of us
to share our stories, no matter

how big or small they are. She
spoke about how her youth
group gave meaning to her faith
and how God saw her through
anxiety, depression, and an eating
disorder. Later on that night,
Hannah McMillan, former youth
president of the NC Conference,
spoke to us about taking risks
and asking for help when we
need it. She reminded us that no
matter what we’re experiencing,
God is at work in our lives.

The Saturday morning session
opened with songs by our
House Band, a beautiful dance
performance by a conference
youth, and another meaningful
testimony given by a youth
named Adam, who moved
everyone by telling the story of
his shattered life in foster homes
and how God never left him.
Afterwards, we were joined by
Bishop Leonard Fairley (formerly
our district superintendent), who
suggested that we all, as sons
and daughters of a forgiving
God, should look at the world
through grace-tinted glasses. He
challenged us to think about how
differently we would see each
other and ourselves if we looked
through the filter of grace.
The Saturday night session
opened with more songs led by
our House Band and another
brave testimony given by a youth
named Madeline who overcame
her shame of asking for help
with her mental health battles
and the struggle of feeling
unworthy of God’s love and
grace. She described herself
as “unapologetically me” and
challenged everyone else to do
the same.
Back in September 2018, the
youth of our conference set a
goal to raise $500,000 over the
year 2019 for disaster relief.
During the Saturday night
session, our conference youth
president reported that we
exceeded our goal and raised
$567,361!!! On top of that
amazing number, the conference
has agreed to match $500,000 of

that!!! Needless to say, the crowd
erupted in applause!
After this celebration,
we were joined again by
Bishop Leonard Fairley who
urged us to remember how big
grace is, and that God’s grace
and love impacts everything it
touches. It is sufficient in every
single part of our lives. He asked
us to consider in what areas of
our lives we need to be made
more aware of God’s grace.
The Sunday morning session
began with the traditional
procession of banners around
the arena, music led by the
House Band, and another
beautiful interpretive dance by a
conference youth. Preparing us
to receive communion, Bishop
Leonard Fairley reminded us
that we are all cracked vessels
with thorns in our sides, but if we
allow, God has the power to use
those weaknesses for His glory.
He also reminded us that the
table we were coming to was
God’s table, not ours and not the
Methodist Church’s and, as such,
there is a seat for everyone at
the table that no one on earth
can take away.
Bishop Leonard Fairley and
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward led
us in prayer as we prepared
ourselves to come to the table.
Our weekend together came to
an end as we gathered around
God’s table together and
received communion. 

Thanks to everyone who came out to our annual Trunk-or-Treat!
We beat the rain and were able to host 66 children and around 125
people overall, enjoying trunk-or-treating, games, and dinner together.
We had some very creative trunks!!! A special thank you to everyone
who put their creative juices to work and decorated a trunk. Our first-place
winner for Best Trunk was a “Jurassic Park” trunk complete with scary
dinosaur sounds! Our runner-up was a sweet little getaway called
“Fairyland Caverns” with a family of gnomes. We also had some pretty
adorable costumes! 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT WINNERS
(Top, from left to right; children’s names withheld on request)
Best Trunk (1st Place): The Bowman Family, Best Trunk (2nd Place) The Laney Family,
Best Costume (Age 2 and under), Best Costume (Age 3-5), Best Costume (Age 6 and up)
(Bottom, from left to right)
Best Trunk (1st Place): “Jurassaic Park”, Best Trunk (2nd Place) “Fairyland Caverns”

We celebrate
the birth of

Nora Emory Reiman,
born to
Joanna Davis Reiman
and Steve Reiman
on October 20, 2019.
She weighed
eight pounds,
three ounces, and was
20.75 inches long.
Nora is the
granddaughter of Bill
and Ky Davis and the
niece of Sarah Davis.

The church kitchen will begin accepting food at 8:30 a.m.,
Sunday, November 24. Everyone, please come!

Thank you for your faithfulness to God through your financial giving to
BMUMC. To ensure that all your donations to the church are properly
recorded for tax purposes, please remember the following:
1.

Contributions received by mail must be postmarked
by December 31, 2019.

2.

All contributions placed in the offering on Sunday, December 29,
will be recorded to your 2019 donations.

3.

The office will be closed on Monday, December 30, 2019,
through January 3, 2020. A gift brought into the office
on Monday, Jan 6 (unless by the postman), even if dated
in 2019, will not be counted toward your 2019 contributions.

4.

For contributions made online, please be aware that there is
a two-business-day processing period. Your online gift will be
deducted on the settlement date, not the day you schedule
the gift. If you initiate your gift after 2:00 p.m. on Thursday,
December 27, it will not process or be deducted from your
account until 2020 and, therefore, will not be counted as a
2019 contribution.

If you have any questions, please call Business Manager Elizabeth
Moy or email businessmanager@bensonmemorial.org. 

The Benson Memorial church staff works hard for its members and
is there for us throughout the year. The Staff Parish Relations
Committee encourages members to show appreciation to the church
staff with a love offering this Christmas season. Contributions will be
collected through Sunday, December 15, and should be noted with
“staff love offering” on the memo line. We thank you for your
generosity in support of our staff. 

The church office will be closed for the holidays on these dates:




Thanksgiving: November 28 and 29
Christmas / New Year: December 24 through January 3

Please make a note on your calendar!



Is your child ready to be confirmed? Typically, the middle school
years are when youth begin to move from concrete thinking to
abstract thinking. It’s also a time when youth begin to have a strong
urge to fit in and seek out a sense of belonging. Learning more about
and belonging to the community of faith are important and appropriate
responses to these developmental tasks. If you’d like to know more
about confirmation or you think your middle schooler might be ready
for confirmation classes, please contact Cortney Babajtis at
cortneypaige84@gmail.com. Classes will last six to eight weeks,
and Confirmation Sunday will be on Sunday, May 31, 2020. 

The Benson Memorial UMC youth and their friends are invited to this
year’s Youth Christmas Party on Sunday, December 15, at 4:00 p.m.
Bring a gift ($20 limit) for our gift exchange. We’ll play games and
have dinner together. Don’t forget to bring your friends and wear your
Christmas PJs! 

Please mark these dates on your calendar! Watch for additional information in our weekly emails and bulletins.

Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789
www.bensonmemorial.org
office@bensonmemorial.org
www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/
www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Worship:
Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
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