In a Stewardship Committee
meeting not long ago, a
member of our team came up
with the idea to capture short
videos of people who serve
with all the different ministries
of our church that impact our
community. It was a great
idea. We were all excited
about it. But I had no idea
how overwhelming and
humbling it would be to sit
down with person after
person describing the work
and ministry they’re a part of.
Especially when I considered
that each individual I talked
with represented a small
army of faithful servants and
committee members.
It’s difficult to measure the
impact of these ministries,
but using tools provided by

leadership in the United
Methodist Church, we can
estimate. Our estimated
impact in 2018 was 18,600
individuals.18,600 have had
their lives changed in a single
year because of the ministries
of Benson Memorial United
Methodist Church.
This is only possible because
you have been generous with
your time and your gifts. This
is also only possible because
of sustained financial giving.
Over the years, we have
encouraged each of you to
consider giving a percentage
of your income. As best we
can tell, the average member
of Benson Memorial gives 3%
of their income. What’s truly
amazing about this figure is
that if we raised that average

What a joy to officially welcome the Cash Family into our
church family on Sunday, September 29, 2019, and celebrate
Will and Henry’s baptisms. Welcome Beverley, Will, and Henry!

to 3.5%, it could mean an
overall increase of $100,000
for our ministries. Imagine
what this would mean for the
impact on our community in
the coming years when we
already reach 18,600 people.
Stewardship Commitment
Sunday is coming up on
October 6. If you haven’t yet
filled out a commitment card,
you can find them in the
narthex of the church or at
bensonmemorial.org/give/
(scroll down to “Stewardship
Brochure” download button).
Thank you for all the ways
you give and serve.
—Pastor Jeff Babajtis



We have a new usher! Leah
Sharpe, age 8, assisted the
ushers in worship recently.

On September 10, 21 members
of our Benson Memorial
Women’s Prison Team
walked through those heavy,
loud guard house doors, were
checked by the security
guards, and then spent just
over one wonderful hour with
24 inmates, all moms to be.
That is the unit that Benson
Memorial men and women
have visited for the last 29 years.
At one time or another, it’s
possible that all of us have
been asked how this could
possibly offer us the joy we all
know we feel as we leave
these ladies and their current
dark home. But it is true.
Regardless of how tired we
might have been upon arrival,
when we see how happy the
women are as we share our
fellowship, fun, caring words,
and delicious refreshments,
it is a grand way to spend

an evening doing exactly
what Jesus told us to do in
Matthew 25:35–40.
I often say, we don’t go to
the prison to preach, teach, or
counsel. We only go to show
these women, who are at
such a vulnerable time in their
lives, that we care about them
and the little ones they will be
bringing into the world. Some
of them will be leaving for
home and, hopefully, loved
ones before their babies are
born, but some will not be
released by their due dates,
and their babies will be given

PACKAGING EVENT COMING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3!
PLAN NOW TO JOIN US
IN THIS FUN EVENT!
Visit www.riseagainsthunger.com.

to family, to others approved,
or to Social Services to await
their mom’s homecoming.
Although our time together
is short and cannot fix the
complicated lives they live,
our prayer is that they’re
left feeling more hopeful
and assured of our many
prayers for them.
Our team would tell you that
this is a precious ministry,
an opportunity to make a
difference, as evidenced by
the gratitude and truly happy
smiles on the ladies’ faces as
our evening draws to a close.

We give so little time ourselves,
and yet we feel blessed in
so many ways with the gifts
we share.
If you would like to know
more about this ministry and
how you could be a part,
please get in touch. It’s a
personal, hands-on joy the
men and women on our team
would love to share. We have
34 on our full team, but not all
are able to go each time we
visit, so we’re always happy
to add to our group. Contact
Pat Lee at (919) 787-9406 or
patleencsu2002@hotmail.com.


We need 70 volunteers to meet our goal of packaging 10,000
meals during our Rise Against Hunger packaging event to be
held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 3, from
1:15 to 3:30 p.m. We also will need six to eight volunteers to
help prepare the Fellowship Hall for the event and four to six
volunteers to help put the room back in place afterwards.
You can register as a meal packaging volunteer at
events.stophungernow.org/bensonmemorialumc, or you can
sign up in the breezeway following each worship service on
Sundays, October 6 and 13, or in the narthex October 20 and 27.
Though many of the packaging duties require standing through
the event, there are also several seated positions, so if you
can't stand for long periods of time, there is still a volunteer
position for you. If you would like to donate money for this
event, please write “Rise Against Hunger” in the memo line
of your check or the Benson Memorial online offering. Please
do not donate through the Rise Against Hunger webpage. 

This month, the Benson Memorial Adult Fellowship group will
host preschoolers from Growing Together Preschool at their
monthly Adult Fellowship meeting, Thursday, October 10, at
11:30 a.m. The children will arrive at 12:00 p.m., eat lunch with
the adults, have a reading time, put together a craft and head
out to the beloved Benson Memorial playground. Benson
Memorial plans to host the Growing Together kids at least
twice a year.
Growing Together serves to raise children to a higher level in
learning and communication with others. These children are
challenged with their home situations. Their teacher, Kathy,
has a beautiful, adventurous heart for what she does for the
children. However, she has to operate within a very low budget
for the program. Anything we can do to help with all supplies,
crafts, teaching, and food to feed them lunch and snacks is
greatly appreciated. For information about donations, please
see their website at gt-preschool.org/donate/. 

Pilgrimage is a week-long event where youth groups come to
celebrate, worship, and learn about God. Middle school and
high school students gather at Crown Coliseum in Fayetteville, North Carolina, for four worship services, a house band
led by youth, youth-shared testimonies, and a guest speaker.
This year, the guest speaker is Bishop Leonard Fairley and
former Youth President of the North Carolina Conference,
Hannah McMillan. Pilgrimage 2019 is Friday, November 8,
through Sunday, November 10. The cost is $150 and is due
Sunday, October 13. Please contact Cortney Babajtis if you
have any questions. 

Wonderful Wednesday Dinner
is at 5:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Members and guests are encouraged to come,
even if you are not staying for a Bible study.
Please bring a side dish or dessert and $2 for the meal.
Menus may be found online or in our weekly bulletin.

It’s hard to believe that fall is here, and with fall comes Benson
Memorial’s BBQ Fundraiser on Friday, October 11, 3:30 to
7:00 p.m. Meals can be picked up by drive-thru or enjoyed in
the Fellowship Hall with others (Dine-in will be available from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. only.).
This year’s BBQ will be catered again by Rick Overturf’s team.
Each plate comes with pulled pork or chicken and sides of
cole slaw, green beans, a King’s Hawaiian roll and beverage.
Various desserts will also be available in the Fellowship Hall
for an additional price. The cost per plate is $8 in advance
(before Oct. 7) or $10 on the day of the event. Tickets will be
sold Sunday morning, October 6, in the breezeway. You can
also obtain packages of tickets to sell to friends, family, and
coworkers, available September 15.
The BBQ event is a time of great food and fellowship, and
raises funds for our Rise Against Hunger packaging event
scheduled for November 3. Please remember, many volunteers
are needed to make the BBQ a success. Contact Ken Bond at
kenb624@yahoo.com or (919) 645-7173 if you are interested
in volunteering or obtaining ticket packages. Many volunteer
positions are available, including seated positions. We hope to
see you there! 

Our High School Bible Study group began meeting weekly
again on Wednesday, September 18. This school year, we’re
getting creative with our Bible studies! Every week as we study
a new passage, we’ll be Bible Journaling. Bible Journaling is an
exciting, creative, and hands-on way to engage with Scripture.
As you read and reflect on a passage, you take the words/
phrases that stand out to you, visualize them, and then draw
them right in your Bible. Afterwards you’re left with your own
beautiful reflection of the passage. It’s a great way to meditate
on Scripture! 

Even though the overnight camping portion of our Youth Ministry
KickOff CampOut was canceled due to the hurricane, we had
an amazing day out on Falls Lake together on Saturday! The
weather was beautiful and we had a blast swimming, skiing,
boating, tubing, SUP’ing, and eating! A GREAT BIG THANKS
to Bob and Kim Sylvester for sharing all their toys!!! 

All middle school and high school students are invited
to a Movie on the Lawn on Sunday, October 13,
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. We’ll watch a Halloween movie
and roast marshmallows, hot dogs, and hand pies!
RSVP Cortney Babajtis, cortneypaige84@gmail.com.

Our annual Children’s Ministry Fall Kickoff was a huge hit! It
was a beautiful day to eat lunch and play together outside!
Everyone enjoyed the bouncy houses, fishing, pizza, popcorn,
and snow cones! 

Save the Date!

Sunday, Oct. 27, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
$150 prize for best trunk!
And second place gets $75!
Join us for our annual Trunk-or-Treat on Sunday, October 27, at 4:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
There will be free pizza and lots of prizes. Bring your friends and neighbors.
Decorate your trunk and try your hand at winning $150 for best trunk, or $75 for second place!
All cars should be parked, decorated, and ready to go by 3:45 p.m. Both entrances to the main
parking lot will be closed at 3:30 p.m.
Take a look at some of the creativity on display from last year:

Our church-wide building and
grounds work day is Saturday,
October 19, from 9:00 a.m. to
noon. Consider joining us as
we pitch in together to make
our church look its best.
Church Council Retreat
Sunday is November 17,
12:15 to 3:00 p.m. Together,
we will discover more about
what we are learning from
MissionInSite about engaging
in relationship with our
neighbors. (More info to come
including RSVP for lunch.)
Coffeehouse Ministry is
Friday, October 4, 7:00 to
8:30 p.m., in the Fellowship
Hall. Everyone is welcome!
Contact Carol Moore at
(919) 783-6750 to find out
how you can help.
We have openings for van
drivers and overnight hosts
for Family Promise week,
October 13 through 20. If you
are able to volunteer your time,
please contact John Rees.
StepUp Ministry is in need
of men’s clothing, especially
larger sizes. These would be
most appreciated: suits (sizes
50–60), belts (48–60), shoes
(12–15), white or blue dress
shirts (3XL–6XL). You may
bring your donations to the
Fellowship Hall or contact
Kay Ellis.
Children's Choir will
meet in the choir room on
second and fourth Sundays
of each month from 12:15 to
12:45 p.m. Hope to see your
little ones in the choir!

Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789
www.bensonmemorial.org
office@bensonmemorial.org
www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/
www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Bible Studies:
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.






















Coffeehouse Ministry, Friday, October 4, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
World Communion Sunday, October 6
Adult Fellowship, Thursday, October 10, 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
BBQ Fundraiser, Friday, October 11, 3:30–7:00 p.m., front parking lot
General Mission Store, Sunday, October 13, 9:30–10:00 a.m.
Children’s Council Meeting, Sunday, October 13, 12:15 p.m., Conference Room
Movie on the Lawn, Sunday, October 13, 6:00–8:00 p.m.
Family Promise Week, Sunday, October 13 through Sunday, October 20
Campus Work Day, Saturday, October 19, 9:00 a.m.–noon
Laity Sunday, October 20
Church Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 22, 7:00 p.m., Youth Center
Coffee Fellowship Sunday, October 27, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Trunk-or-Treat, Sunday, October 27, 4:00–5:30 p.m., back parking lot
Susanna Wesley Circle, Monday, October 28, 1:00–3:00 p.m., Conference Room
Angel Tree Collection, month of November in narthex
All Saints Sunday, November 3
Rise Against Hunger Packaging Event, Sunday, November 3, 1:15–3:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Charge Conference, Sunday, November 3, 6:00 p.m., White Plains UMC in Cary, NC
Youth Pilgrimage 2019, Friday, November 8 through Sunday, November 10
Church Council Retreat, Sunday, November 17, 12:15–3:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Worship:
Sundays at 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
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