“Stand at the crossroads and look: ask for the ancient paths,
ask where the good way is and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.” —Jeremiah 6:16

Spirit Fest Combined
Service and Luncheon will
be held on Sunday, June 9.
In honor of Pentecost
Sunday, we’ll be having one
combined service at 10:00
a.m. and a potluck lunch
following the service. Be
sure to mark your calendars
and be ready to bring a dish
to pass. Please bring a main
dish, a side dish, or dessert;
the church will provide
the beverages.
There is no charge for
the lunch.

The United Methodist Church
encourages our clergy to take
Spiritual Renewal Leave at
least one week every year
and a longer time away every
four years. Paragraph 350.2
of the 2016 Book of Discipline
states, “A clergy member’s
continuing education and
spiritual growth program shall
include professional formation
leaves at least one week
each year and may include at
least one month during one
year of every quadrennium.”
A Spiritual Renewal Leave
plays a vital role in maintaining
focus, commitment, passion,
and skill for ministry.
I’m completing my fifth
appointed year in ministry
as Senior Pastor at Benson
Memorial in 2019 and
beginning my sixth year
among you. This year, 2019,
also marks my 20th year as
appointed clergy in the NC
Conference. Until now, I have
never taken such leave nor
stepped away from ministry
for more than two weeks at
any given time.
Our Staff Parish Relations
Committee has chosen to
give me more time off over
the last few years, in lieu of
a raise. This year, our SPRC
has approved a spiritual

updates and pictures from
my journey as I go, and I’m
grateful for your prayers for
safety during the physical
challenge of the hike, and in
general for traveling mercies.

renewal leave for me to
take place June 18 through
July 13, 2019.
I’m thrilled to share with you
that I will be traveling back to
Scotland during this time to
complete the St. Cuthbert’s Way
hike across the borderlands
of Scotland and Northern
England once again—but this
time hiking SOLO! Following
the seven-day hike (about 80
miles), I will travel through the
Highlands to the West Coast
of Scotland and to the Isle of
Iona. I’ll spend four nights
there recovering from the
hike and worshipping with
the Iona Community at Iona
Abbey. Then I’ll make my way
back toward Edinburgh and
eventually back to my North
Carolina home and to you.
I will be posting Facebook

My time away includes three
Sundays, which means
Pastor Jeff Babajtis will be
in place for all pastoral
responsibilities and needs.
Without a trusted and capable
partner in ministry like Pastor
Jeff, this time away would
not be possible for me. As
always, Pastor Jeff will be
supported by our staff, lay
pastors, and lay leadership
so that everyone and every
responsibility is well cared for
and attended. If you have a
pastoral need during this
time, please don’t hesitate to
be in touch with the church
office and Pastor Jeff or by
calling the pastor-on-call
number: (919) 342-8849.
Thank you, Benson Memorial
United Methodist Church, for
your love and encouragement,
and for this time away that
I may be refreshed and
renewed spiritually to continue
to share in servant leadership
as we Gather, Grow, Give
and Go through our life in
Christ together.
—Pastor Kelly Lyn 

On Wednesday, May 22, Gene Nichol, Boyd Tinsley
Distinguished Professor at UNC, kicked off the 2019 Living
Our Faith series with a presentation on Poverty in North Carolina.
Nichol said North Carolina has many challenges, and the
greatest of these is poverty amid great plenty in this state.
Two million North Carolinians live close to or in poverty, and
hunger affects many babies and others in the state. Nichol
read passages from his new book, The Faces of Poverty in
North Carolina: Stories from Our Invisible Citizens, relating
accounts of hardship and charitable assistance in towns such
as Hickory, Goldsboro, Kinston, and Durham.
Nichol cited several actions by the NC General Assembly that
have made it harder for poor people and suggested ways that
the problems could be addressed, including: 1) creating a living
wage; 2) expanding Medicaid; 3) restoring child care and

housing subsidies; and 4) providing equal funding for schools.
He pointed out that race is intertwined with how people
view poverty.
If people want to help, Nichol urged them to participate with
organizations like the Moral Monday movement and the NC
Justice Center and to donate money and/or volunteer with
groups that are working on poverty issues, such as the Food
Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina. Nichol concluded
by saying that you can't study the US Constitution and
Christianity and not care for others.
The event was very well attended and well received, with
several attendees, many of whom where not Benson members,
buying the last available copies of Nichols' book, asking
questions, and speaking with him afterwards. 

According to the Rise Against Hunger website,
www.riseagainsthunger.org/communities-faith-united-hunger/,
the United Methodist Church has reached the incredible
milestone of packaging 100 million meals! Though the
packaging event which crossed this milestone was not
hosted by Benson, we have contributed to the reaching of
this incredible milestone through our multiple packaging events
over the years.
Be sure to save the date, Sunday, November 3, for our
next Benson packaging event which will contribute to the second
100 million meals packaged by the United Methodist Church.
View the packaging of the 100 millionth meal by a United
Methodist group through the YouTube link below:
https://youtu.be/qvCi3blP5Rk 

We celebrate our 2018-2019 Disciple III Fast Track class
participants for completing the 24 week study on The Prophets
and Paul: Remember Who You Are. Pictured left to right:
Susan Brooks, Kim Sylvester, Donna Till, Allen Till,
Megan Alvord, Kelly Lyn Logue, Anna Clark, Lucy Hobgood.
not pictured: Donnie Ducharme and Richard Ducharme.

Benson’s third annual Living Our Faith series is offered on Wednesday nights, continuing through July 17.
Focused on social justice issues that affect the most vulnerable among us, this year’s schedule features an
outstanding slate of topics and speakers:

June 5
Eyewitness to the Mideast Refugee Crisis
Benson’s own Alex Johnson shares life story interviews she had
with Syrian, Iraqi, and Palestinian refugees during her recent trip
to Jordan.

June 12
The Importance of Public Defense
Thomas K. Maher, Executive Director of the
North Carolina Office of Indigent Defense
Services, offers insight into the crucial role of
public defenders in our criminal justice system.

July 17
Approaching Climate Change
on Common Ground
Donald Addu, Southeast Regional Director,
Citizens’ Climate Lobby, a nonprofit, nonpartisan,
grassroots advocacy organization focused on
national policies to address climate change.

July 10
Prisoner Re-entry: Second Chances
Daryl Atkinson, Co-Director, Forward Justice, a nonpartisan law,
policy and strategy center dedicated to advancing racial, social and
economic justice in the U.S. South.

June 19
Touching the Poor
Among Us in Wake County
John Luckett, CEO of Raleigh Rescue
Mission, a nonprofit that has been serving
the homeless in our community for nearly
60 years.

The series will be held at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday evenings in the Fellowship Hall.
Make plans now to attend to gain
a deeper understanding of these
complex issue and explore how we are
called to respond as servants of Christ.
Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
Phone 919-787-0789
www.bensonmemorial.org

Just Mercy

The Same Sky

by Bryan Stevenson
Tuesday, June 4, 10 am or 7 pm

A Novel by Amanda Eyre Ward
Tuesday, July 30, 10 am or 7 pm

“Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer
when he founded the Equal Justice
Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to
defending those most desperate and in
need: the poor, the wrongly condemned,
and women and children trapped in the
farthest reaches of our criminal justice
system. One of his first cases was that of

From the acclaimed author of How to
Be Lost and Close Your Eyes comes a
beautiful and heartrending novel about
motherhood, resilience, and faith—
a ripped-from-the-headlines story of two
families on both sides of the American border.

Walter McMillian,
a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder
he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a
tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy
and justice forever.
Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic,
gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the
lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for
compassion in the pursuit of true justice.” —Amazon.com
All discussions take place in the Youth Center.
Books are available in the church office for $12.
Get yours today!

Alice and her husband, Jake, own a barbecue restaurant in
Austin, Texas. Hardworking and popular in their community,
they have a loving marriage and thriving business.
Carla is a strong-willed young girl who’s had to grow up fast,
acting as caretaker to her six-year-old brother Junior. But when
Carla’s grandmother dies and violence in the city escalates,
Carla takes fate into her own hands—and with Junior, she joins
the thousands of children making their way across Mexico to
America, facing great peril for the chance at a better life.
In this elegant novel, the lives of Alice and Carla will intersect in
a profound and surprising way. Poignant and arresting, The
Same Sky is about finding courage through struggle, hope
amid heartache, and summoning the strength—no matter what
dangers await—to find the place where you belong.
—Amazon.com

A Conversation For Us All
by Jeff Babajtis
You have a lot of reasons
not to read this article. After
all, it’s an article about an
event we’re hosting on
end-of-life care. So, you
may be thinking, “I’m not
old enough to care about this
event yet.” Or, you may be
thinking, “I already have a
will.” Or, you may be thinking,
“This is something I just don’t
want to have to deal with
right now.”
But ask yourself: Is there
anyone in my life who knows
for sure what my wishes are
in the event of a crucial

medical emergency? Do they
know whether or not I wish to
be an organ donor? Do they
know the conditions under
which you’d like to receive
life support? Do they know
how I’d like to be cared for?
In the event of my death,
do they know how I’d like
to be remembered? What
about my partner, parents,
or close friends? Do I know
their wishes in these
circumstances?
These questions may cause
some stress or discomfort,
but it’s for that very reason

we will be hosting Rich
Gwaltney from Transitions
Life Care on August 21 to
discuss a document called
Five Wishes. Five Wishes
is an extremely thorough
and easy-to-use tool that
will help you think through
the many decisions that
need considered regarding
end-of-life care.
Conversations about the
ends of our lives are difficult
to have. At the very least, it’s
hard to find an appropriate
time to have them. We can’t
exactly sit down for a family

dinner and say, “Pass the
salt--and by the way don’t
resuscitate me under the
following circumstances…”
This event will give you the
opportunity to break the ice
about end-of-life care with
your partner, siblings, close
friends, or parents.
I hope you’ll consider coming
to this event on August 21
at 7:00pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Please also consider
bringing your loved ones
with you. If you have any
questions about it, email me
at jbabajtis@gmail.com. 

Here’s How to Help:
Drivers / Transportation
Pick up guests; take to event
Setup / Decoration
Move tables; decorate room
Sound
Manage sound system; music
group setup
Kitchen
Preparing/serving refreshments
Welcoming
Greet people as they arrive
Name Tags
Writing names; distributing tags
Visiting / Mingling
Talk to guests to make them
feel more comfortable
Cleanup
Restore room to prior state
Please contact Carol Moore
at carolruth22@att.net or at
(919) 783-6750 for more
information or to volunteer.

On Friday, July 19, Benson
Memorial UMC will host a
community coffeehouse,
an inclusive fellowship
opportunity for adults who
have developmental
disabilities and those who
love them. All who attend
find that it’s also a wonderful
time to socialize with people
they might not otherwise
have met, to enjoy great
live music, and to eat
decadent goodies!

meet new friends (like our
church members), and dance
or move to the music. They
love to be treated to homemade goodies while they chat.

Who benefits?
Our coffeehouse meets a
tremendous need in our
community because there
simply aren’t many activities
for this population of
believers—people who love
to catch up with one another,

How can you help?
Volunteering with this
ministry doesn’t take a lot of
time, and there are many
ways to get involved
(see list to the left).
If you can’t join us, please
pray for this ministry, the

More than 35 group homes
are represented by those who
have been coming
to our gatherings. Our
attendance ranges from
130 to 160 guests, so you
can see how popular this
event is and why we need so
many volunteers.

guests, the team of workers,
and for us to continue to
share our love in this way.
Won’t you come and see for
yourself what is happening
at Benson Memorial’s
Coffeehouse this July 19 at
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall? You’ll be richly blessed
as you are a blessing to those
around you.
Thank you!


Christmas in July
Shopping List
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Our High School Bible Study group had their annual end-ofyear cookout on Wednesday, May 8. As always, we had some
faithful alumni come back to share in the fun! A GREAT BIG

JULY 21–26, 2019

THANK YOU to Robert and Lynda Boone who have been our
gracious and loving hosts for many many, many years!!! 

Here's a fact about Hinton Rural Life Center in Hayesville,
North Carolina, that some Benson members do not know:
Hinton has been an agency of the United Methodist Church
for over 59 years. They welcome all faith traditions and
non-faith-based groups to meet, retreat, and serve in a spirit
of mutual respect. Many guests come to make a difference
by participating in a mission outreach to make homes
warmer, drier, and safer. During the week of July 21–26,
Benson Memorial UMC will be sending 13 individuals to help
with home construction repair. Our team could use your
prayers and support. For further information, please call Sam
Fransen at (919) 783-1877 or email fransen547@gmail.com.

On Sunday, May 12 our 2019
graduate, Myers Taylor, and
16 other past and future
Benson graduates led us in
worship. The Instrumental
Orchestra, including Emily
Guettler, Drew Guettler,
and Matthew Till led us in
beautiful music. Carson
Hartong set our hearts to
worship by sharing her gift of
singing and playing guitar.
We heard moving testimonies
from Megan Cooksy, Lindsay
Lehman, Kendal Rupert, and
Alex Johnson about what the
church and the youth group
have meant in their lives.
Myers Taylor offered a very
insightful sermon sharing
some of the life lessons
that she has learned and is
learning at Benson Memorial.

Pictured from left to right: Carson Hartong, Cortney Babajtis, Alex Johnson, Megan Cooksy,
Lindsay Lehman, Myers Taylor, Abby Nichols, Kendal Rupert, Kendall Peeler, Sophie McKnight,
Kate Johnson, Grayson Nichols, Elliott Klappenbach, Jarrett Cervi, and Noah McKnight.
Not Pictured: Matthew Till, Drew Guettler, Emily Guettler, and Chip Cervi.

Myers Taylor will graduate from Leesville Road High School.
In the fall she will attend East Carolina University
to study Nursing.

Welcome new members Mike and Joelle Taylor with high
school graduate daughter and UMW Scholarship recipient
Myers Taylor May 12, 2019. Mike joined by transfer from a
Presbyterian congregation. Joelle joined by profession of faith
and baptism. (Myers had previously joined by confirmation.)

Monday, June 24,
through Friday, June 28
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Although children’s VBS
registration has closed
because of record-breaking
numbers this year (174!),
it does mean that we have
an urgent need for more
volunteers to sign up. We
need at least 80 volunteers to
make this week possible!
We have jobs for everyone
—no matter your comfort
level or skill with children.
If you know you’d like to
volunteer (thank you!) you
can register online at

www.bensonmemorial.org/
home/forms/. If you think you
might want to volunteer but
need a little encouragement

Mark Your Calendars with These Events
On Father’s Day, June 16, you will have the opportunity
to honor someone in your life and support mission outreach
at the same time. United Methodist Women is sponsoring our
Father’s Day Carnation Sale, with proceeds going to the
Mission Outreach Fund. Carnations are $5 each, and orders
may be placed now through Sunday, June 9. Look for order
forms in the church pews on Sunday morning.
Did you know the Drive-Thru Prayer Ministry is not just for
those outside our church, but also for our members? Join us as
we make a difference in the lives of others in our church and
our community. We meet next on Tuesdays, June 4 and July 2,
4–6:00 p.m. in the back parking lot. If you have questions,
please contact Cindy Hallman at cmh1948@nc.rr.com.
Help Keep Our Church Beautiful!
Our church-wide building and grounds work day is Saturday,
June 8, from 9:00 a.m. to noon. We need many volunteers to
make the work go more quickly. Consider joining us as we pitch
in together to make our church look its best.
The North Carolina Annual Conference of The United
Methodist Church will gather at the Greenville Convention
Center, June 12–15, with the theme of “Generosity in All

or more information,
please contact VBS
Director Susan Myrick at
susanmyrick@bellsouth.net

or Minister of Children and
Youth Cortney Babajtis at
cortneypaige84@gmail.com.
Thanks! 

People”. Benson Memorial’s delegation this year includes our
pastors along with Megan Alvord and Pat Lee. Cortney Babajtis
and Rachel Price will serve as a Capital District Delegates.
Pastor Kelly Lyn and Jeff will be offering two songs of special
music during the memorial service on June 13 at 11:00 a.m.
You can watch the livestream at https://nccumc.org/ac2019/.
Youth Mission Week is Monday, July 22 through Thursday,
July 25. We’ll spend our nights in the Youth Center and our
days going out in our community and serving with missions
like Ronald McDonald House, Note in the Pocket, and Urban
Ministries. The cost for the week is $150 and is due by Sunday,
June 2. Checks can be made out to Benson Memorial with
Youth Mission Week in the memo. Payments can be made
online with a note about Youth Mission Week, but please let
Cortney know that you’ve paid online. Thanks!
FINANCIAL GIVING REPORT
April
2019

April
2018

Budget
April
2019

Collections

$50,455

$58,473

$61,684

Expenses

63,965

56,871

61,684

$(13,510)

$1,602

$0

Cash over (deficit)








Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789
www.bensonmemorial.org
office@bensonmemorial.org
www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/
www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Worship:


















Living Our Faith Lecture Series, each Wednesday through July 17, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Drive-Thru Prayer, Tuesdays, June 4 and July 2, 4:00–6:00 p.m., BMUMC back parking lot
Summer Reading Group, Tuesdays, June 4 and July30, 10:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m., Youth Center
Building & Grounds Work Day, Saturday, June 8, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., BMUMC campus
General Mission Store, Sundays, June 9 and July 14, 9:30–10:00 a.m.
Spirit Fest Combined Service and Potluck Luncheon, Sunday, June 9. Service is at 10:00 a.m.,
followed by lunch at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Annual Conference, June 12–15, Greenville Convention Center
No UMYF Sundays, June 16, 23, and 30
Pastor Kelly Lyn on Spiritual Renewal Leave, June 18–July 13
Vacation Bible School, June 24–28, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Finance Committee Meeting, Tuesday, June 25, 6:00 p.m., Conference Room
Church Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 25, 7:00 p.m., Youth Center
Office Closed Thursday, July 4
Worship Committee Meeting, Monday, July 8, 6:30 p.m., Conference Room
Coffeehouse, Friday, July 19, 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Christmas in July, Sunday, July 21
Hinton Mission Trip, July 21–26
Youth Mission Week, July 22–25
Coffee Fellowship Sunday, July 28, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Children’s Council Meeting, Sunday, August 4, 12:15 p.m., Youth Center
Lay Leadership Committee Meeting, Sunday, August 4, 12:30 p.m., Conference Room
Five Wishes, Wednesday, August 21, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
The Beacon
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