Did you see the 73 bags of goodies stacked up in the church office
ready to be delivered by Benson “Santas”? Before leaving to have
little Sebastian Emmanuel, Cortney got all the gift bags for Jeffrey’s
Grove staff members ready to be delivered. In her absence, Chuck
and Carol Moore gathered up all the gifts, packed their “Santa Sleigh/
big red truck” and headed to school. The bags were presented during
the staff holiday luncheon, the last event prior to their Christmas
vacation. As teachers gobbled down delicious food, things became
quiet—that is, until the gifts were handed out! Principal Cruz helped
the Moore elves, and all present received things they had asked for,
supplies greatly needed. Many hugs, many thanks, were expressed.
Many teachers commented that never had there been such a
blessing, and that Benson members were nothing short of angels.
So, to all who helped make this a bright time for the entire Jeffrey’s
Grove staff, many thanks. Happy 2019 to you, too!! 

From Pastor Jeff and Cortney:
Cortney and I are overjoyed to announce that Sebastian Emmanuel Babajtis was born on
December 21, 2019. He was nine pounds/five ounces, 22 inches, and he’s a happy, healthy boy.
He spent a little over two weeks in the NICU after he was born, but is now home with us.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support from afar. We hope to be ready for visitors soon.
Grace and peace, Pastor Jeff
From Pastor Kelly Lyn:
We celebrate Sebastian Babajtis’ homecoming on January 7, 2019, when he broke out of the NICU,
healthy and happy to be home with Mommy and Daddy. Thank you for all your prayers, love, and
care that have sustained the Babajtis family! 

We have been blessed to have Sally Lynch serve as our business manager for the
last two and a half years. Sally will be leaving us as of February 15, 2019, so she
can spend more time at the beach with family.
So we celebrate this transition with her, even though we will miss the gift of her
presence and work at Benson Memorial. She has streamlined the work of the
business office and tremendously aided our Stewardship Team and Finance
Committee. Plus, she has been a blessing to our staff team with her joyful
demeanor and compassionate heart.
We invite the congregation to shower Sally with cards of appreciation
and thanksgiving in the coming weeks. Help us to send her off with our love
and blessing!
Sally recorded a video to be shared at the Lay Celebration Luncheon, but we had
some technical difficulties that day. You can watch that video here:
https://youtu.be/MsewlUyFY-E 

Thanks to everyone who came to the December 2, 2018, Children’s
Ministry party to celebrate Jesus’ birthday with us! “Fish the Magish”
was a huge hit! We had a great time together celebrating, laughing,
and learning more about Jesus! 

What a huge success—we had a big turnout
of children, both young and old! There was
excitement in the air as children waited to
meet Santa, made holiday crafts, and ate
festive Christmas treats served by our church
members. Thank you, to everyone involved! 



Although a snowy, wintry Sunday caused us to cancel our cantata one week, the Chancel Choir rallied and brought us the wonderful musical
production, “The Many Moods of Christmas”, on the following week. Well done, everyone! 

You will usually find Benson’s
Chancel Choir rehearsing music
on Thursday night, but on
Thursday, January 3, they were
not rehearsing. Instead, 36 choir
members and spouses were
enjoying their Christmas party at
the home of Anne Jenkins.
Each member brought a favorite
dish to share and, as tradition
continued, after they spent some
time enjoying the evening, they
then watched a video of their
Christmas cantata, provided
by Cindy Hallman. This gave
them an opportunity to critique
themselves and to also actually
hear the cantata. They all had a
wonderful time together! 

What a terrific group of lay servant leaders Benson Memorial is blessed
with! On Sunday, January 13, 2019, many of your lay leadership
group (110+) gathered to fellowship over a delicious lunch catered by
Milton’s Pizza and Pasta, and to hear Pastor Kelly Lyn, speakers
Susan Brooks, Richard Ducharme, Martha Johnston, Jim Amerson,
Jerry Crenshaw, and Warren Reynolds deliver remarks and details
about several key ministry areas. Richard wrote a delightful testimony
about an experience that prompted him to design and create a car
magnet he hopes will further our mission at Benson Memorial UMC.
That testimony is offered in full, below. 
A smiling Pastor Kelly Lyn Logue with lay servant leaders
of BMUMC share a great moment as they expressed renewed
and lasting commitments to our church family.
I pray more now than I did as a
younger person, and I pray more
earnestly. As a young person, I
might ask for God’s help with an
approaching exam or I might
recite the Lord’s Prayer in Latin
as I did back then: Pater noster,
qui es in caelis, sanctificetur
nomen tuum. Adveniat regnum
tuum. Fiat voluntas tua, sicut in
caelo et in terra (“on earth as it is
in heaven”). Now the issues I
have to deal with make those of
my youth seem frivolous. So it
seemed logical that I turned to
prayer a couple of years ago to
help with a big scary problem I
realized was mine to resolve.
The problem was in my car.
There was a monster in my
car and it was me. Normally
mild-mannered, I became
transformed into a crazy monster
that criticized my fellow travelers
and dished out unsolicited
suggestions that could make
everyone’s journey safer and
less stressful.
Meanwhile, my wife, Donnie,
sat beside me saying, “I’m not
having fun”. Donnie, dean of the

school of continuing education I
attend as part of our relationship
training, once explained to me
that the way to get guys to do
something that needs doing is to
convince guys that wives are not
asking for change, but are asking
to fix the thing that is broken.
I suddenly realized my behavior
was crazy and I had to do
something to stop it. I was
broken, and I had to get myself
fixed—for everyone’s good.
I had confidence I could work
out a solution in a few days, but,
I was wrong in addition to being
broken. The solution to this
problem took about eighteen
months to come oozing into my
head. It was one of those ideas
you carry around constantly. It’s
on your brain like a lick of hair
that won’t behave and that
everyone can see is distracting
you. Of course, I thought, I could
borrow a prayer from someone
who had dealt with a similar
problem—Nope! Maybe I could
write a little prayer; a reminder
that my fellow travelers and I are
children of God whom he loves
equally and who deserve my

respect—regardless of their
behavior. I could put it on a string
and hang it from my mirror like a
scent strip and it would serve as
a constant reminder as it twirled
and flapped wildly in the breeze
of the air conditioner—Nope!
I could not find inspiration.
The answer came while visiting
a church during passing the
peace. As soon as I heard it,
I knew that was exactly what
I needed to tame this monster.
The monster had to find peace.
Now that it was expressed,
reminded of being in Iran as a
teen and how the people there
incorporated God into their
everyday greetings and
expressions: Salam Alikom =
Peace unto you; Shab bekheir =
God be your keeper; Inshallah =
God willing. Wow! We should do
more of that. Now that I knew
what was needed, the rest
seemed easy. I found
the perfect expression
in an excerpt from
a blessing in a
book on
prayer by
Robert Benson,

Richard Ducharme designed this 6” x 4” magnet to go on your car so that others will see this
message of peace from our church family. If you would like one of your own, they are available
for purchase in the church office for a nominal cost of $3.00.

one of my favorite religious
writers.
Speaking of our earthly travels,
I apologize for sounding like a TV
bargain sales pitch when I say,
“If you or someone you know
needs a reminder, as I did, of
what our number-one job here
on earth should be, then this
message could be the answer.”
Thank you for listening.
Oh! I almost forgot. I want to
make sure you know why we go
in peace. It is because Jesus
redeemed us by giving himself
up on the cross, being raised
from the dead and, soon after,
ascending into heaven. In short,
he showed us our ultimate
destination: to be in heaven
with God. 

The NCCUMC Board of Church and Society and the United Methodist
Advocates for Public Schools (UMAPS) are working with the clergy and
laity of the Capital District to build a network of grassroots advocates for
traditional public schools in North Carolina. In 2016, the delegates to the
North Carolina Annual Conference passed a resolution encouraging the
Conference and our brothers and sisters in Christ to be advocates for
families. The Capital District supports and affirms the efforts of local
churches to become advocates for North Carolina’s public schools.
What? We invite you to attend an organizing meeting to gather, to
plan, and to vision about grassroots advocacy.

EDUCATE

MOBILIZE

Have you ever wondered…

Where/When? Gather on Sunday, February 10, from 3:00 to 5:00
p.m. at Pine Forest UMC in Goldsboro or on Tuesday, February 12, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Hayes Barton UMC in Raleigh.




Who? Laity and clergy passionate about North Carolina’s
public schools.



Why? Learn how to tackle systemic challenges in NC public
schools—from inadequate funding to low teacher pay to classroom sizes.

ADVOCATE

What issues affect your local schools, students, and parents?
How you can advocate for positive changes in your community and
in NC?
Why public education is important to United Methodists?

Then jump in on the ground floor of grassroots advocacy in your
community! Contact Brian Heymans at bheymans@mindspring.com for
more information about the upcoming gatherings or UMAPS. 

Benson Memorial’s Good Neighbor Ministry began in 2001 as a way
for our brothers and sisters at Benson to help each other, as well as
those in the community who are in need. “Community” has, in the
past, represented a fairly large surrounding area, and our Good
Neighbor teams have gone into the hurricane- and flood-impacted
places along the coast and inland to offer rebuilding assistance.
This year, Benson Memorial’s Good Neighbor Ministry is refocusing
its mission on local needs; specifically, members of our church and
surrounding neighbors.
As we age, many of us are living alone and find ourselves in situations
where we need a little help. If you have a limb down in the yard, you
shouldn’t have to call a tree company to have it hauled away. Good
Neighbor Ministry is here to help! Or, if you have a minor plumbing or
electrical need, such as a leaky faucet or a tripped breaker, Good
Neighbor Ministry is here to help!
If you are someone who needs a helping hand, or if you would like to
offer your help to our local community, please contact our new Good
Neighbor leader, Jerry Crenshaw at jerrychome@gmail.com.
Good Neighbor Ministry is here to help!

By Pat Lee
Benson Memorial’s Prison Ministry began 28 years ago under the
coordination of Faye and Max Powell from Benson and Ms. Ruth
Carter from Cokesbury UMC, and upon the request of Belton Joyner.
It continues today as a strong “hands on” ministry for our church.
Cokesbury UMC is no longer part of the prison visits, as the
church became a smaller congregation that could not support a
volunteer group.
We are a fellowship and caring program for the pregnant population,
(or, as we call them, the “moms-to-be”) at Women’s Prison in Raleigh.
We make it clear that our mission is to let these women know they are
cared for and are not forgotten. We do not go to “preach, teach, or
counsel”. We go simply to provide fun, fellowship, tasty treats, and an
opportunity for the women to feel worthy and cared for, and the ladies
have often told us that, for just a little while, they actually forgot where
they were because of the way we spend our time with them.

Many in our church family actually participate in this ministry by
donating toiletry items from their travels for our Christmas gift bags
we take on this visit. Gallon-sized gift bags are fully packed by the
church youth with the hair products, lotions, and soaps that you give
us. In addition, we add candies, dental items, an emery board, pens,
and Christmas cards for the ladies to send to loved ones. We are so
grateful that you remember us as you travel! We always have more
items than we can pack, so those extra items are offered to the USO
and the downtown women’s shelter. Anything else that remains is
given to other good causes.
As the women left our holiday gathering with their gift bags and little
personal cards made by the Vacation Bible School children, one lady
said to me, “I will never forget this evening with you all.” These types
of comments bless us every time we visit. Jesus told us in Matthew
25:35–40 to visit those in prison. Our Women’s Prison Fellowship
Team is responding to those words, and everyone one of us would
say that we are the ones who are blessed.
Would each of you reading this please lift a prayer for the ladies
and the prison workers during our church services each week? They
need to know that we are standing for them in prayer. Thank you! 

As set up in 1990, we visit on one Tuesday in each quarter, and, on
December 11, we enjoyed our Christmas visit with the ladies. It’s hard
to imagine that one could have real joy and fun inside prison gates,
but that always happens for us, and, during our Christmas visits, we
always seem to have a double amount of that joy! We sang seasonal
songs (both traditional and secular carols), spread a table with
goodies, listened to Pastor Kelly Lyn retell the Christmas story from
Luke, and heard Sam Fransen sing the lovely “Mary, Did You Know?”.
Also always memorable is having the women sing and 12 ladies
dance to “The Twelve Days of Christmas”! It’s a powerful thing to see
the freedom the ladies feel as they escape, if for just a short time, the
regimen and limits of their days within those walls. We had 22 ministry
team volunteers and 32 women inmates with us for the evening.
It was a wonderful time for all!

Since its formation in 1993, Family Promise of
Wake County (formerly Wake Interfaith Hospitality
Network) has been serving homeless families
through a network of supporting churches that provide
temporary emergency shelter. As a founding member
of the network, Benson Memorial has played a vital
role in this ministry; indeed, our own Max Powell was
instrumental in getting the network up and running.
Now, 25 years later, Family Promise of Wake County
has served about 1500 families and has an 84 percent success rate in
moving them to more stable housing.
While many folks at Benson Memorial actively participate in our Host
Weeks throughout the year—on average about 70 people volunteer

during each of our four Host Weeks—many may be
unaware of the full scope of services Family Promise
provides to these families in need.
In addition to coordinating emergency shelter through
two church-based networks, Family Promise offers a
continuum of services that includes job search support,
transitional housing apartments, life skills classes and
case management. In recognition of the success
Family Promise has had in helping homeless families over the past
25 years and acknowledging the ongoing need, Benson will take up a
special offering on Sunday, January 27, 2019. Donations should
be made payable to Benson Memorial UMC, with the designation
Family Promise 25th Anniversary.

Family Promise Week takes place on our church campus several times during the year,
and we always have quite a need for volunteers, with special emphasis on overnight hosts and van drivers.
To learn how you can help, please contact John or Diane Rees at reessumey@mindspring.com or (919) 787-5510.

In HIS Time”

“
It's a New Year—try a new routine and join us on Wednesday
nights at Benson Memorial UMC. We begin with Evening Prayer
at 5:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall followed by Wonderful
Wednesday Dinner and a variety of Bible Study options. These
studies began on January 9, but you are welcome to join us! Call
the church office for more information on any of these studies.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Tuesdays 10–1:00 a.m. in the Conference Room
All are welcome!

Women's Bible Study
Wednesday 6:45–8:00 p.m. in Admin Bldg. Room 202
led by Jo Balcome

High School Bible Study
Wednesday 7–8:15 p.m. in the home of Robert and Lynda Boone
led by Cortney Babajtis

Disciple III Fast Track

Avila Retreat Center, Durham, NC

The Kingdom Agenda with Dr. Tony Evans
Wednesday 6:45–8:00 p.m. in Admin Bldg. Conference Room
led by Cindy Hallman

Wednesday 6:45–8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
led by John Rees and members of Church & Society

Benson Memorial’s
Annual Women’s Retreat
March 29–31, 2019

Wednesday 6:45–8:00 p.m. in the Youth Center
led by Kelly Lyn Logue, Senior Pastor

Social Principles Study

22

nd

Facilitator: The Reverend Trish Archer

Ministerial Coach for Clergy and Laity, NCUMC Conference
Registration is now open. Forms may be found in the narthex
and in the information display outside the church office.
Call Pat Lee at (919) 787-9406 or
Carol Moore at (919) 783-6750 for more information.
They’d love to talk with you!

Bring a crock pot full of your favorite soup for your church family to share;
the church will provide bread, drinks, and dessert. You may bring your soups to the
kitchen as early as 8:15 a.m. that Sunday, and we'll make sure the crock pots stay
plugged in and soups keep warm. No need to bring a ladle, as we have plenty.
Everyone will be given a drink tray with four cups so they can try multiple soups!
This is such a fun event, and we hope as many members as possible can attend!

Announcements
Congratulations to Eladji “Michael” Lambongo on his December 5
graduation from the School of Media at the Art Institute of RaleighDurham with a Digital Image Management Certificate.
We look forward to welcoming back Rachel Price, our ministerial
candidate and former ministry intern, as our guest preacher on Sunday,
January 20. Rachel is beginning her second semester at Duke Divinity
School, and is the youth director at Wake Forest UMC.
The church office will be closed in observance of Martin Luther King Day
on Monday, January 21. If you need to speak to a pastor, please use our
Pastor-on-Call number, (919) 342-8849.
Please join us for Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
January 27, 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome!

FINANCIAL GIVING REPORT

Jan-Dec
2018

Jan-Dec
2017

Budget
Jan-Dec
2018

Collections

698,980

$704,443

$753,550

Expenses

707,495

716,923

753,550

Cash over (deficit)

($8,515)

($12,480)

$0

There will be no Youth Group on Sunday, January 20 and 27, or
in the Youth Center.
As part of the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) affiliation process,
RMN asks each new "community" to send in a group photo for its website.
If you wish to show your support for Benson's new Reconciling
Community, “Enlarging the Circle”, by being in the photo, please join
us in the front of the sanctuary on Sunday, February 3, just after the
first service has concluded. We will try to finish quickly and get you to
Sunday School by 10:00. There are no names with the picture, so we
should be able to do this pretty quickly. For more information, please
contact George Lee at gnlee@hotmail.com or (919) 787-9406.

Congratulations to Mandy and Brad Young on the birth of their
daughter, Delia Grace Young, on January 12, 2019.

Wednesday
Dinner Menus
Served at 5:45 in the F.H.

Please bring a dessert or side
dish to share. A $2.00 donation
is suggested. All are invited!

We offer our deepest prayers of sympathy to Jean Stewart and family
in the death of her husband, Kermit “Harold” Stewart, who passed
away on January 12, 2019.
Prayers and love also go out to Judy Darnell, daughter Jessica Kuse,
and family in the death of her Judy’s husband, Floyce Darnell, on
January 13, 2019.

Thank you, Benson Memorial friends, for your generosity and
of your
appreciation at this special time of year is not taken for granted.
It is a joy and privilege to serve alongside each of you.
—With heartfelt thanks, Kelly Lyn, Jeff, Cortney,
Martha, Sally, Mary Elizabeth, Anne, and Jennifer

Moms Connect, Sundays, 9:45–10:45 a.m., Thrill Seekers Room (p. 8)

Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789



Coffeehouse, Friday, Jan. 18, 7:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall



Floyce Darnell Family Reception, Sunday, Jan. 20, 1:00–2:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall



Floyce Darnell Memorial Service, Sunday, Jan. 20, 2:00–3:00 p.m., Sanctuary



Family Promise Week, Jan. 20–27, Church Campus



Office Closed for Martin Luther King Day, Monday, Jan. 21
25th Anniversary Family Promise Special Offering, Sunday, Jan. 27 (p. 9)

www.bensonmemorial.org

Coffee Fellowship Sunday, Jan. 27 and Feb. 24, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

office@bensonmemorial.org

Souper Bowl Sunday, Feb. 3, Noon, Fellowship Hall (p. 10)

www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Scouting Ministries Sunday, Feb. 10
United Methodist Advocates for Public Schools, Feb. 10, 3–5:00 or Feb. 12, 6:30–8:30 p.m. (p. 8)

www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Adult Fellowship, Thursday, Feb. 14, 11:30–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall



Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Women’s Prison Ministry Volunteer Training, Saturday, Feb. 23, 9:45 a.m.–noon, Sanctuary
Daylight Savings Time begins March 10
Women’s Retreat, March 29–31 (p. 10)

Worship:
Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
The Beacon
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