Lent
a season of reflection,
renewal, and preparation

“Come and listen, I’ll pour out my spirit on you.
I’ll reveal my words to you.” —Proverbs 1:23
Have you ever misplaced your phone (which is on vibrate, of course)
and then asked someone to call it for you? It’s an all-too-often
occurrence in my life. You have to get really still and really quiet to
hear that faint little buzz. Our ears perk up in all directions in order to
be ready for the discovery. It’s like we quiet down and are on high
alert all at the same time.
This Lent, we will quiet things down and heighten our attention to
the still, small voice of God and of our own true self. We’ll practice
listening through prayer as well as meditation on holy texts as an
ancient Lenten practice.
Come and rest.
Come and listen.
Join us for our 2019 Lenten Worship Series “LISTEN: Hearing that
still, small voice and finding your own”, beginning with our ASH
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE at 7:00 p.m. on March 6 in the
sanctuary.
Ash Wednesday, March 6 — “Listening Deeply”
st

1 Sunday in Lent, March 10 — “Listening Spaces”
2

nd

Sunday in Lent, March 17 — “Listening to our Bodies”

rd

3 Sunday in Lent, March 24 — “Listening to the Texts”
4th Sunday in Lent, March 31 — “Listening for Healing”
5th Sunday in Lent , April 7 — “Listening Beyond the Voices”
Palm Sunday, April 14 — “Listening to your Heart”


For thousands of years, we’ve used the word church to describe who
we are. I’ve been thinking about this word a lot recently because I’ve
been hearing people say things like, “I’ve been hurt by the church.”
Or, I’ve been hearing a lot of United Methodists say, “What’s going
to happen to the church?” There’s also this phrase that’s always
made me laugh: church clothes, which usually indicates something
uncomfortable you wear to sit in an uncomfortable seat for an hour on
Sunday morning.
But this word church has always been loaded with power and hope
and grace. It’s a word that’s worth revisiting and reflecting on.
Starting on February 27, I’ll be leading a new Bible Study to look at
passages that use that word church so we can regain a love for it.
We’ll be meeting throughout the Spring in the Fellowship Hall at 6:45
on Wednesday nights. We would welcome your presence.

We are happy to have returning
guest harpist, Anita Burroughs-Price
with us at both 8:45 and 11:00
services on Sunday, March 17.
She had originally been scheduled
to perform with the choir during
their Christmas cantata, but was
unable to make the rescheduled
date of the presentation due to
other commitments. We are most
fortunate that she will be with us
this month!
Harpist Anita Burroughs-Price of Raleigh has played with the North
Carolina Symphony since 1986. She is harp instructor at Furman
University and holds degrees from both Furman and Yale University
School of Music, and a diploma from the Royal School of Music in
London. She was awarded the Raleigh Medal of Arts for “musical
excellence and humanitarian service.” Anita plays often in Red Cross
shelters, clinics, and at the bedside of seriously ill individuals. Raleigh
News and Observer named her “Tar Heel of the Week”. Her CD,
“Healing Touch”, helps support the work of the Interfaith Food Shuttle.
Please be in attendance in worship on Sunday morning, March 17,
to welcome Anita Burroughs-Price to our church. 

Our Good Neighbor Ministry's mission is all about meeting the needs
of church members and our surrounding neighbors. As we age, many
of us are living alone and find ourselves in situations where we need a
little help with yard care, minor plumbing or electrical issues, or other
small jobs around the home. If you are someone who needs a helping
hand, or if you would like to offer your help to our local community,
please contact our Good Neighbor leader, Jerry Crenshaw,
at jerrychome@gmail.com. 

Since January, we as a
congregation have been in
prayer for the called General
Conference that met in St. Louis
earlier this week to discuss the
United Methodist Church’s
stance on issues pertaining to
human sexuality. A plan for a
way forward supported by our
bishops, called the “One Church
Plan,” was narrowly voted down
by the convened body and
instead, a modified “Traditional
Plan” was passed.
You may have read articles in
the news that say that this
means the United Methodist
Church will be tightening its ban
on gay marriage and LGBTQ
clergy. Keep in mind, there are

several points in the adopted
Traditional Plan that our
Judicial Council initially ruled as
unconstitutional. They will meet
in April to further discuss the
constitutionality of these points.
This means that the adopted
plan is still being discussed in
some form or fashion and a final
decision has not yet been made.
As the process continues, we
want to encourage you to do the
following:



Continue to pray for our
denomination, our Judicial
Council, our congregations,
and our pastors.



Continue to keep in mind
that any articles you read
give only partial information

The following 2019 Servant Leadership Covenant was introduced at
our Lay Servant Celebration on Jan. 13, 2019 and subsequently
shared with the larger congregation in worship on February 3, 2019.

about the story as it unfolds.
Our denomination’s website,
www.umc.org, will continue
to give you the best
information we have as we
have it and we, your pastors,
will continue to communicate
that information to you as
best we can.



Consider coming to an
information session on
Sunday, March 3, at Garner
United Methodist Church at
3:00. We will be taking our
church bus. If you’d like to
secure a spot on the bus,
email Pastor Jeff
(jbabajtis@gmail.com) or
call the church office at
(919) 787-0789.

Most importantly, in the coming
weeks please remember that
Benson Memorial United
Methodist Church will continue
in ministry to our community.
And, while there is much that is
still up for debate, what is not
up for debate is a statement in
¶161 in our Discipline: “We affirm
that God’s grace is available to
all. We will seek to live together
in Christian community,
welcoming, forgiving, and loving
one another, as Christ has loved
and accepted us.”
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jeff and Pastor Kelly Lyn


Lent
a season of reflection,
renewal, and preparation

Join us
for the
gatherings
found on
this page
as you
prepare your
hearts for
the season.

In HIS Time”

“
Benson’s next Coffeehouse will be Friday, April 5, from 7–9:00 p.m. If
you have not experienced this blessing and have not been a part of
this joy-filled event, please accept this invitation to see for yourself. You
don’t have to sign up to see what is happening. Stop by to visit for a while.
If you would like to help, there are many ways to be involved. Carol
Moore can answer any questions you might have. Just give her a call
at (919) 601-1323. You will find that this is an area of service with the
unique opportunity to get to know folks who worship at a different time
or are part of other activities in the church—folks whose paths usually
do not cross with yours. It definitely seems to strengthen relationships,
not just between Benson members and the guests who attend, but
between all Benson members.
To those of you who have helped in the past, many thanks for being
part of something that perhaps is not within your comfort zone. Your
love expressed through the Coffeehouses has touched many hearts.
I wish you could hear all the comments and know how you have been
“Jesus with skin on” for our guests.
Our remaining 2019 Coffeehouse dates are April 5, July 19, and
October 4.
We need assistance on the teams listed below. Many of you have
already found an area where you enjoy helping, so if you would please
let the contact person know that you are available on any of these
dates, we will be all set. I cannot thank you enough for supporting this
exciting opportunity for our congregation. As you interact with and
come to know the guests who attend, I know you will feel blessed.
Drivers/Transportation: Driving one of the church vehicles or
personal car to pick up guests. Contact: Chuck Moore (919) 783-6750
Set Up: Moving tables and chairs. Contact: Lynda Boone at
(919) 218-1880
Sound: Managing the sound system, meeting the performing
group, and helping them get set up. Contact: Keith Williford at
(919) 771-9157
Decorating: Arranging silk flowers and doing any necessary
decoration of the tables. Contact: Anne Jenkins (919) 801-5916
Kitchen: Refreshment preparation and serving (also includes
bringing cookies). Contact: Karen VanVoorhis (919) 847-3872
Welcoming: Meeting folks at the door, making sure they get
inside safely. Contact: Jeanie Timberlake (919) 624-3755, or Anne
Thompson (919) 676-0055
Name Tags: Contact: Debbie Santelli (919 758-8302
Mingling/Visiting: Circulating around the room and chatting with
the guests to make them feel more comfortable while there. Contact:
Shelley Bower (910) 340-9560, or Carol Moore (919) 783-6750
Clean Up: Restoring room to the way it was prior to the Coffeehouse.
Contact: Carol Moore (919) 783-6750
I pray God will open many windows of opportunity for you to feel
His love in the coming year.
Carol Moore


Benson Memorial’s
22nd Annual Women’s Retreat
March 29–31, 2019

Avila Retreat Center, Durham, NC

Facilitator: The Reverend Trish Archer

Ministerial Coach for Clergy and Laity, NCUMC Conference
Registration is still open. Forms may be found in the narthex
and in the information display outside the church office.
Call Pat Lee at (919) 787-9406 or
Carol Moore at (919) 783-6750 for more information.
They’d love to talk with you!

We were presented with
a crafty and thoughtful poster
of appreciation from the
teachers at Jeffreys Grove
Elementary School for all the
ways Benson Memorial UMC
supports the school.
We are blessed to be
a blessing! 

Announcements
Our church-wide campus grounds work day is Saturday,
March 2, from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Many volunteers are needed,
so please come to work and fellowship with your church family.

Dear Benson Memorial Congregation:
North Raleigh Ministries thanks you for your ongoing support through
donations of groceries. I have been volunteering there for the past
eight years and see the tremendous good this organization does. I am
sharing information to show some of the ways the ministry has helped
in the past year. If you would like more information you can go to their
website, http://northraleighministries.com.
Thank you again,
Sandy Robinson

There will be a Post-General-Conference Briefing Session
held at 3:00 p.m., March 3, at Garner United Methodist Church.
Members of the North Carolina Conference delegation will be
present to review what happened at General Conference and
discuss the impact on the North Carolina Conference. All are
welcome to attend.
Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 10. Remember
to set your clocks forward one hour on Saturday night, March 9!
Adult Fellowship group meets at 11:45 a.m., Thursday,
March 14. We are very fortunate to have two excellent organists,
Joanna Baitinger and Loraine Magnuson, to entertain us with a
program that will feature 10 familiar hymns, beautifully arranged
for piano and organ together. All adults are welcome. Lunch is
$5.00 per person and reservations are required. For reservations, contact Tom Loy at rsltrl@nc.rr.com or Ashton Medina at
ashgeomed@gmail.com.
VBS Online Registration Begins April 1

Wednesday
Dinner Menus
Served at 5:45 in the F.H.
March 6: Meager Meal
March 13: Chicken Bake / Veggie Chili
March 20: Pork Roast / Baked Potato
March 27: Western BBQ / Cheese Tortellini
April 3: Ham / Cheese Quesadilla
April 10: Meatloaf / Veggie Chili
Please bring a dessert or side dish to share.
A $2.00 donation is suggested.

FINANCIAL GIVING REPORT

Jan
2019

Jan
2018

Budget
Jan
2019

Collections

$72,077

$88,590

$61,684

Expenses

60,464

60,110

61,684

Cash over (deficit)

$11,613

$28,480

$0





Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789




www.bensonmemorial.org
office@bensonmemorial.org
www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/
www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Worship:











Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Tuesday, March 5, 5:45–6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Ash Wednesday Service, March 6, 7–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Lenten Sermon Series Begins Ash Wednesday, March 6, through Palm Sunday, April 14
Meager Wednesday Meal (Ash Wednesday), March 6, 5:45–6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall
General Mission Store, March 10, 9:30–10:00 a.m.
Daylight Savings Time begins March 10
Adult Fellowship, Thursday, March 14, 11:30–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Anita Burroughs-Price, guest harpist, Sunday, March 17, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Children’s Council Meeting, March 24, 12.15 p.m., Youth Center (lunch provided)
Women’s Retreat, March 29–31, Avila Retreat Center, Durham
Coffee Fellowship Sunday, March 31, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Coffeehouse, April 5, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
VBS Online Registration Begins April 1
Easter Egg’stravaganza, April 14, 12:15–2:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday, April 14
Holy Thursday Service, April 18, 7–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Good Friday (Tenebrae) Service, April 19, 7–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Easter Sunday, April 21
Church Office Closed Monday, April 22
Family Promise Week, April 21–28

Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
The Beacon
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