The actions of the Special Session of General Conference continue
to be in process as are the ripple effects in the media, social media,
in families and friendships, in our surrounding local churches, and at
Benson Memorial UMC. Like many of you, we have been reading
articles and having conversations about the decisions that are still
being made regarding the constitutionality of the plan that was
approved at General Conference. The Judicial Council meets at the
end of April to review the 2019 General Conference Legislation.
The legislation under review includes 17 petitions, nine of which
were previously ruled unconstitutional.
To read the details of what actually happened at the Special Session
of General Conference 2019, go to http://www.umc.org/what-webelieve/ask-the-umc-what-happened-at-general-conference.
At the same time, it’s appropriate that we have entered the holy
season of Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday, as we experienced
the imposition of ashes as a sign of our brokenness, finitude, and
humility. We believe it is with this posture of humility that we move
through these days post-General Conference. The Apostle Paul
encourages us in Romans 12 to “not think of ourselves more highly
than another”, remembering that we are all individually members of
the body of Christ and members of one another. “Let Love be
genuine…love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another
in showing honor…Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer, extend hospitality to strangers…live in harmony
with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do
not claim to be wiser than you are.”
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Kelly Lyn and Pastor Jeff

Benson’s Church & Society
Committee announces its third
Living Our Faith series, a
multi-part summer program
beginning Wednesday, May 22,
and continuing through mid-July.
The series is an opportunity for
us to learn about complex social

justice issues; understand how
these issues affect society’s
most vulnerable people; and
explore how we can serve as
Christ’s representatives to
advocate for justice, peace and
reconciliation for all of God’s
creation.
Among the topics and speakers
included in the 2019 series are:



Poverty in North Carolina
with Gene Nichol, Boyd
Tinsley Distinguished
Professor at UNC and
author of The Faces of
Poverty in North Carolina:

A “Rally for Inclusion” is being held on Thursday, March 28,
from 7:00 to 7:45 p.m. at the NC Conference of the United
Methodist Church, 700 Waterfield Ridge Pl., Garner, NC.
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward will be there, and North Carolina
Methodists who want to demonstrate their support for full
inclusiveness of the church are invited to attend.
More information is available at https://www.facebook.com/
events/639770456452856. Supportive Methodists are also invited to
sign the Call of Action for inclusiveness at https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwfwnW2FjSspD_SexwMPnA1GVweQLQ0Uw3E2X397II0c2eg/viewform.

Stories from Our Invisible
Citizens







Homeless School
Children in Wake County
Speakers from Project
REACH, an initiative to help
homeless students enroll
and stay in school
The Immigration Dilemma
The impact of national policy
on individuals, families and
society and efforts to make
the system work better for all
Domestic Abuse
in Our Community
The scope of the problem,

how we can become
involved in efforts to help
victims and steps society
can take to prevent abusive
situations



The Criminal Justice System
Inequities in the current
system and how to ensure
equal justice for all

The series will be on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Watch the
Beacon and the Sunday
bulletin for more details closer
to the start date. 

Benson’s next Coffeehouse will be Friday, April 5, from 7–8:30 p.m. If
you have not experienced this blessing and have not been a part of
this joy-filled event, please accept this invitation to see for yourself. You
don’t have to sign up to see what is happening. Stop by to visit for a while.

Keeping
the Promise
Please join us for a garden party
celebrating the 25th anniversary of
Family Promise of Wake County

If you would like to help, there are many ways to be involved. Carol
Moore can answer any questions you might have. Just give her a call
at (919) 601-1323. You will find that this is an area of service with the
unique opportunity to get to know folks who worship at a different time
or are part of other activities in the church—folks whose paths usually
do not cross with yours. It definitely seems to strengthen relationships,
not just between Benson members and the guests who attend, but
between all Benson members.
To those of you who have helped in the past, many thanks! Your love
expressed through the Coffeehouses has touched many hearts.
We wish you could hear all the comments and know how you have
shown others the love and kindness of Jesus. 

April 14, 2019
2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
at the

Leslie-Alford Mims House
100 Avent Ferry Road, Holly Springs, NC
Special Guest:

Karen Olson, Founder of Family Promise
Silent Auction
Tickets:
Host—$500 (4 tickets)
Supporter—$250 (2 tickets)
Friend—$100 (1 ticket)
Individual—$50
Call (919) 832-6024 for more information.

REMINDER:
Family Promise Week is April 21-28.
To volunteer, contact John Rees at (919) 787-5510.

Invite your friends and neighbors
for this annual tradition!
In case of rain, we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall.

To all our church family:
We’re collecting donations of Easter candy for
all the eggs we’re filling and hiding. Donation baskets
may be found in the church office and in the narthex.
Thank you for your generosity!

Join us this summer for lively discussion on these great books!

All discussion
gatherings take place
in the Youth Center.

Attention Benson Friends! Would you like to share your friendly smile
and a warm welcome with our Benson members and visitors at our
Sunday morning worship services? Then why not sign up to be a
Benson Greeter?
If you are interested, contact Pam Williford at (919) 846-3469 or
pammyknits@yahoo.com to select a date and time that you would like
to greet, or go to www.signupgenius.com/go/70A054CAAAE2DA4F94
-benson. There, you can select the dates and times you would like
to greet.
Thank you for considering this important part of our Sunday worship
experience. Please contact me should you have any questions or
need further assistance.
—Pam Williford, Evangelism Committee

Basic Course:

Introduction to Lay Ministry
Our worship service on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14, will include
a collection of Lenten music by our Chancel Choir along with the
sermon, "Listen to Your Heart". The Chancel Choir will sing at both
the 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. services.

led by James Berstein
Advanced Course:

Life Together in the
United Methodist Connection (Polity)
led by Rev. Belton Joyner
Advanced Course:

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts
led by Rev. Donna Thompson
Check-in begins at 8:00 a.m., worship will be at 8:30 a.m.,
and classes begin at 9:00 a.m. A registration fee of $30 includes
lunch but does NOT include the required text
which should be purchased and read prior to class time.
Visit this link to register:
https://capitaldistrictnc.org/basic-um-polity-spiritual-gifts-offered/
You will receive information to order your book(s)
in your confirmation email.

Registration closes
Sunday, March 31st at 11:45 pm.
Please call or email the District Office
with any questions about registration:
districts@nccumc.org or 919-779-9435 / 1-888-661-4941
If you have any questions about the course, you are invited
to contact District Co-Directors of Lay Servant Ministries
Molly Beck (molly@millbrookumc.org)
or Mike Beasley (carquesterwin@gmail.com)

Our Good Neighbor Ministry's mission is all about meeting the needs
of church members and our surrounding neighbors. As we age, many
of us are living alone and find ourselves in situations where we need a
little help with yard care, minor plumbing or electrical issues, or other
small jobs around the home. If you are someone who needs a helping
hand, or if you would like to offer your help to our local community,
please contact our Good Neighbor leader, Jerry Crenshaw, at
jerrychome@gmail.com. 

Benson Memorial UMC (BMUMC) has been named a 2018 All Star
Award winner by Constant Contact, an Endurance International Group
company and a leader in small business marketing solutions. The
annual award recognizes the most successful 10 percent of
Constant Contact’s customer base, based on their significant
achievements using email marketing to engage their customer base
and drive results for their organization during the prior year.

Wednesday
Dinner Menus
Served at 5:45 in the F.H.
April 3: Ham / Cheese Quesadilla
April 10: Meatloaf / Veggie Chili
April 17: No Wednesday Dinner
April 24: Chicken BBQ / Cheese Tortellini
May 1: Ziti / Spinach Lasagna
May 8: Beef Tip (noodles) / Baked Potato
May 15: Chicken Salad / Veggie Chili

“We’re happy to be recognized by Constant Contact for achieving
strong marketing results and engaging with our members, friends, and
neighboring community. Constant Contact’s tools have helped us gain
open rates that are five and six times higher than the industry average,”
explains Martha Johnston, BMUMC Director of Communications.

Please bring a dessert or side dish to share.
A $2.00 donation is suggested.

Small businesses and nonprofits using Constant Contact’s online
marketing tools are eligible for this award. Criteria used to select this
year’s All Stars included the following during 2018:







FINANCIAL GIVING REPORT

Feb
2019

Feb
2018

Budget
Feb
2019

Collections

$55,858

$51,809

$61,684

Expenses

55,120

59,239

61,684

$735

$(7,429)

$0

Cash over (deficit)

Level of engagement with email campaigns
Open, bounce, and click-through rates
Use of social sharing features
Use of mailing list sign-up tools
Use of reporting tools

“Constant Contact’s primary goal is to fuel small business success.
We know it’s not an easy road for small business owners, which is
why we work to provide easy and affordable marketing tools and
advice that can elevate their customer engagement and awareness to
new levels,” said Holli Scott, Vice President of Customer Success at
Constant Contact. “The campaigns created by this year’s All Stars
demonstrate that a business, regardless of its size, can accomplish
their marketing goals and we celebrate the SCSA’s impressive
achievements with this All Star Award.” 




“Rally for Inclusion”, Thursday, March 28, 7:00–7:45 p.m.
Coffee Fellowship Sunday, March 31 and April 28, 9:30–10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Vacation Bible School Registration begins April 1

Benson Memorial UMC
4706 Creedmoor Road
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-0789
www.bensonmemorial.org
office@bensonmemorial.org
www.facebook.com/
bensonmemorialumc/
www.instagram.com/
bensonmemorialumc/

Bible Studies:
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

Worship:

















Coffeehouse, Friday, April 5, 7:00–8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Adult Fellowship, Thursday, April 11, 11:30–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Palm Sunday, April 14
General Mission Store, Sunday, April 14, 9:30–10:00 a.m.
Easter Eggstravaganza, Sunday, April 14, 12:15–1:30 p.m.
Keeping the Promise Garden Party, Sunday, April 14, 2:00–5:00 p.m.
Holy Thursday Service, April 18, 7–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Good Friday (Tenebrae) Service, April 19, 7–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Easter Sunday, April 21
Family Promise Week, April 21–28
Church Office Closed Monday, April 22
Living Our Faith Lecture Series, each Wednesday beginning May 22. Runs through July 17.
Summer Reading Group begins Tuesday, June 4, 10:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m.
Vacation Bible School, June 24–28, 9:00 a.m.-noon
Youth Mission Week, July 22–25

Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

and 11:00 a.m.
The Beacon
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