
 

 

Did you see the 73 bags of goodies stacked up in the church office 

ready to be delivered by Benson ñSantasò? Before leaving to have 

little Sebastian Emmanuel, Cortney got all the gift bags for Jeffreyôs 

Grove staff members ready to be delivered. In her absence, Chuck 

and Carol Moore gathered up all the gifts, packed their ñSanta Sleigh/ 

big red truckò and headed to school. The bags were presented during 

the staff holiday luncheon, the last event prior to their Christmas 

vacation. As teachers gobbled down delicious food, things became 

quietðthat is, until the gifts were handed out! Principal Cruz helped 

the Moore elves, and all present received things they had asked for, 

supplies greatly needed. Many hugs, many thanks, were expressed. 

Many teachers commented that never had there been such a 

blessing, and that Benson members were nothing short of angels.  

So, to all who helped make this a bright time for the entire Jeffreyôs 

Grove staff, many thanks. Happy 2019 to you, too!!    Â 



 

From Pastor Jeff and Cortney: 

Cortney and I are overjoyed to announce that Sebastian Emmanuel Babajtis was born on 

December 21, 2019. He was nine pounds/five ounces, 22 inches, and heôs a happy, healthy boy. 

He spent a little over two weeks in the NICU after he was born, but is now home with us. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support from afar. We hope to be ready for visitors soon. 

Grace and peace, Pastor Jeff 
 

From Pastor Kelly Lyn: 

We celebrate Sebastian Babajtisô homecoming on January 7, 2019, when he broke out of the NICU, 

healthy and happy to be home with Mommy and Daddy. Thank you for all your prayers, love, and 

care that have sustained the Babajtis family!    Â 

We have been blessed to have Sally Lynch serve as our business manager for the 

last two and a half years. Sally will be leaving us as of February 15, 2019, so she 

can spend more time at the beach with family. 

 

So we celebrate this transition with her, even though we will miss the gift of her 

presence and work at Benson Memorial. She has streamlined the work of the 

business office and tremendously aided our Stewardship Team and Finance 

Committee. Plus, she has been a blessing to our staff team with her joyful 

demeanor and compassionate heart. 

 

We invite the congregation to shower Sally with cards of appreciation 

and thanksgiving in the coming weeks. Help us to send her off with our love 

and blessing! 

 

Sally recorded a video to be shared at the Lay Celebration Luncheon, but we had 

some technical difficulties that day. You can watch that video here: 

https://youtu.be/MsewlUyFY-E    Â 
 

   

https://youtu.be/MsewlUyFY-E


 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to the December 2, 2018, Childrenôs 

Ministry party to celebrate Jesusô birthday with us! ñFish the Magishò 

was a huge hit! We had a great time together celebrating, laughing, 

and learning more about Jesus!    Â 

 

What a huge successðwe had a big turnout 

of children, both young and old! There was 

excitement in the air as children waited to 

meet Santa, made holiday crafts, and ate 

festive Christmas treats served by our church 

members. Thank you, to everyone involved!  Â 



 

 

Â 

 

 

 

You will usually find Bensonôs 

Chancel Choir rehearsing music 

on Thursday night, but on 

Thursday, January 3, they were 

not rehearsing. Instead, 36 choir 

members and spouses were 

enjoying their Christmas party at 

the home of Anne Jenkins. 
 

Each member brought a favorite 

dish to share and, as tradition 

continued, after they spent some 

time enjoying the evening, they 

then watched a video of their 

Christmas cantata, provided 

by Cindy Hallman. This gave 

them an opportunity to critique 

themselves and to also actually 

hear the cantata. They all had a 

wonderful time together!    Â 

 

Although a snowy, wintry Sunday caused us to cancel our cantata one week, the Chancel Choir rallied and brought us the wonderful musical 

production, ñThe Many Moods of Christmasò, on the following week. Well done, everyone!    Â 



 

I pray more now than I did as a 

younger person, and I pray more 

earnestly. As a young person, I 

might ask for Godôs help with an 

approaching exam or I might 

recite the Lordôs Prayer in Latin 

as I did back then: Pater noster, 

qui es in caelis, sanctificetur 

nomen tuum. Adveniat regnum 

tuum. Fiat voluntas tua, sicut in 

caelo et in terra (ñon earth as it is 

in heavenò). Now the issues I 

have to deal with make those of 

my youth seem frivolous. So it 

seemed logical that I turned to 

prayer a couple of years ago to 

help with a big scary problem I 

realized was mine to resolve. 

 

The problem was in my car. 

There was a monster in my 

car and it was me. Normally 

mild-mannered, I became 

transformed into a crazy monster 

that criticized my fellow travelers 

and dished out unsolicited 

suggestions that could make 

everyoneôs journey safer and 

less stressful. 

 

Meanwhile, my wife, Donnie, 

sat beside me saying, ñIôm not 

having funò. Donnie, dean of the 

Richard Ducharme designed this 6ò x 4ò magnet to go on your car so that others will see this 

message of peace from our church family. If you would like one of your own, they are available 

for purchase in the church office for a nominal cost of $3.00. 

school of continuing education I 

attend as part of our relationship 

training, once explained to me 

that the way to get guys to do 

something that needs doing is to 

convince guys that wives are not 

asking for change, but are asking 

to fix the thing that is broken. 

I suddenly realized my behavior 

was crazy and I had to do 

something to stop it. I was 

broken, and I had to get myself 

fixedðfor everyoneôs good. 

 

I had confidence I could work 

out a solution in a few days, but, 

I was wrong in addition to being 

broken. The solution to this 

problem took about eighteen 

months to come oozing into my 

head. It was one of those ideas 

you carry around constantly. Itôs 

on your brain like a lick of hair 

that wonôt behave and that 

everyone can see is distracting 

you. Of course, I thought, I could 

borrow a prayer from someone 

who had dealt with a similar 

problemðNope! Maybe I could 

write a little prayer; a reminder 

that my fellow travelers and I are 

children of God whom he loves 

equally and who deserve my 

respectðregardless of their 

behavior. I could put it on a string 

and hang it from my mirror like a 

scent strip and it would serve as 

a constant reminder as it twirled 

and flapped wildly in the breeze 

of the air conditionerðNope! 

I could not find inspiration.  

 

The answer came while visiting 

a church during passing the 

peace. As soon as I heard it, 

I knew that was exactly what 

I needed to tame this monster. 

The monster had to find peace. 

Now that it was expressed,  

reminded of being in Iran as a 

teen and how the people there 

incorporated God into their 

everyday greetings and 

expressions: Salam Alikom = 

Peace unto you; Shab bekheir = 

God be your keeper; Inshallah = 

God willing. Wow! We should do 

more of that. Now that I knew 

what was needed, the rest 

seemed easy. I found 

the perfect expression 

in an excerpt from 

a blessing in a 

book on 

prayer by 

Robert Benson, 

one of my favorite religious 

writers. 

 

Speaking of our earthly travels, 

I apologize for sounding like a TV 

bargain sales pitch when I say, 

ñIf you or someone you know 

needs a reminder, as I did, of 

what our number-one job here 

on earth should be, then this 

message could be the answer.ò 

Thank you for listening. 

 

Oh! I almost forgot. I want to 

make sure you know why we go 

in peace. It is because Jesus 

redeemed us by giving himself 

up on the cross, being raised 

from the dead and, soon after, 

ascending into heaven. In short, 

he showed us our ultimate 

destination: to be in heaven 

with God.   Â 

 

 

 

What a terrific group of lay servant leaders Benson Memorial is blessed 

with! On Sunday, January 13, 2019, many of your lay leadership 

group (110+) gathered to fellowship over a delicious lunch catered by 

Miltonôs Pizza and Pasta, and to hear Pastor Kelly Lyn, speakers 

Susan Brooks, Richard Ducharme, Martha Johnston, Jim Amerson, 

Jerry Crenshaw, and Warren Reynolds deliver remarks and details 

about several key ministry areas. Richard wrote a delightful testimony 

about an experience that prompted him to design and create a car 

magnet he hopes will further our mission at Benson Memorial UMC. 

That testimony is offered in full, below.  Â 

A smiling Pastor Kelly Lyn Logue with lay servant leaders 

of BMUMC share a great moment as they expressed renewed 

and lasting commitments to our church family. 
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The NCCUMC Board of Church and Society and the United Methodist 

Advocates for Public Schools (UMAPS) are working with the clergy and 

laity of the Capital District to build a network of grassroots advocates for 

traditional public schools in North Carolina. In 2016, the delegates to the 

North Carolina Annual Conference passed a resolution encouraging the 

Conference and our brothers and sisters in Christ to be advocates for 

families. The Capital District supports and affirms the efforts of local 

churches to become advocates for North Carolinaôs public schools. 
 

What? We invite you to attend an organizing meeting to gather, to 

plan, and to vision about grassroots advocacy. 
 

Where/When? Gather on Sunday, February 10, from 3:00 to 5:00 

p.m. at Pine Forest UMC in Goldsboro or on Tuesday, February 12, from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Hayes Barton UMC in Raleigh. 
 

Who? Laity and clergy passionate about North Carolinaôs 

public schools. 
 

Why? Learn how to tackle systemic challenges in NC public 

schoolsðfrom inadequate funding to low teacher pay to classroom sizes. 
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Have you ever wonderedé 
 

¶ What issues affect your local schools, students, and parents? 

¶ How you can advocate for positive changes in your community and 

in NC? 

¶ Why public education is important to United Methodists? 
 

Then jump in on the ground floor of grassroots advocacy in your 

community! Contact Brian Heymans at bheymans@mindspring.com for 

more information about the upcoming gatherings or UMAPS.   Â 

 

 

Benson Memorialôs Good Neighbor Ministry began in 2001 as a way 

for our brothers and sisters at Benson to help each other, as well as 

those in the community who are in need. ñCommunityò has, in the 

past, represented a fairly large surrounding area, and our Good 

Neighbor teams have gone into the hurricane- and flood-impacted 

places along the coast and inland to offer rebuilding assistance. 

 

This year, Benson Memorialôs Good Neighbor Ministry is refocusing 

its mission on local needs; specifically, members of our church and 

surrounding neighbors. 

 

As we age, many of us are living alone and find ourselves in situations 

where we need a little help. If you have a limb down in the yard, you 

shouldnôt have to call a tree company to have it hauled away. Good 

Neighbor Ministry is here to help! Or, if you have a minor plumbing or 

electrical need, such as a leaky faucet or a tripped breaker, Good 

Neighbor Ministry is here to help! 

 

If you are someone who needs a helping hand, or if you would like to 

offer your help to our local community, please contact our new Good 

Neighbor leader, Jerry Crenshaw at  jerrychome@gmail.com.  

 

Good Neighbor Ministry is here to help! 
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